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     A Suneetha is Coordinator and Fellow, Anveshi Research Centre for Women's 
Studies, Hyderabad. 

Aditya Sarkar is currently finishing a Ph.D. dissertation on the regulation of 
labour in late-nineteenth century Bombay at SOAS, London. I was an 
undergraduate (History Honours) at Delhi University, and did an M.A. and 
M.Phil. in Modern Indian History from the Centre for Historical Studies, JNU. 

Ahilan Kadirgamar is an activist with the Sri Lanka Democracy Forum.  He 
has written about the international dimension of the conflict and peace process 
in Sri Lanka and worked on human rights concerns related to the conflict.  His 
current interests include the political economy of state-society relations and 
attempts at constitutional reform in Sri Lanka.   

Aisha Gill is Senior Lecturer in Criminology at Roehampton University. Gill’s 
main area of research is health and criminal justice responses to violence against 
Black and minority ethnic women in the United Kingdom. Gill has also served on 
numerous expert government groups on so-called “honor” killings and forced 
marriages and contributed to the re-drafting of the Forced Marriage Civil 
Protection Act (2007) with Newham Asian Women’s Project. She has published a 
number of recent articles exploring how victims of forced marriage and “honour” 
crimes experience the civil and criminal justice systems in the UK. Email: 
a.gill@roehampton.ac.uk 

Alex Fischer teaches public law and comparative constitutional law at the 
School of Law, School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London. He 
was a Visiting Fellow (2004/2005) at the Centre for Law and Governance, JNU, 
New Delhi and taught at the South Asia Institute of the University of Heidelberg 
before shifting to London. Research interests: Constitutional and Comparative 
Constitutional Law, Constitutional Theory, Federalism, Law and Courts, Law 
and Politics, Laws of South Asia 
 
Alok Gupta is a human rights lawyer and activist practicing in Bombay. 
 
Anand Chakravarti is a sociologist based in Delhi.  
 
Aniruddhan Vasudevan is an activist working with the Shakti Center, an 
organization working with queer issues in Chennai. 



 
Anita Abraham is a Lawyer, New Delhi. Anita had worked with Nyayagrah, 
Ahmedabad in 2006. 
 
Anuj Bhuwania is a doctoral candidate in anthropology at Columbia University. 

Anupama Rao is an anthropologist and historian of colonial and postcolonial 
South Asia. Her intellectual interests span: the anthropology of violence; 
comparative colonialism; feminist theory and the history of gender; human 
rights; law, nationalism, and political theory. She is the author of The Caste 
Question: Dalits and Politics in Modern India (University of California Press, 
forthcoming) ; “Death of a Kotwal: Injury and the Politics of Recognition,” 
Subaltern Studies XII, co-editor (with Steven Pierce) and contributing author of 
Discipline and the Other Body (Duke University Press, 2006), and editor of 
Gender and Caste: Contemporary Issues in Indian Feminism (Kali for Women, 
2003).   
 

Anupama Roy is a Senior Fellow at the Centre for Women’s Development 
Studies (CWDS), New Delhi. She was earlier a lecturer in the Department of 
Political Science at Panjab University, Chandigarh and Sir Ratan Tata (Post 
Doctoral) Fellow at the Institute of Economic Growth, University Enclave, Delhi.  
She received the Nehru Centenary British Fellowship for research at the School 
of Oriental and African Studies, University of London from April 1990 to March 
1991.  She has a Masters degree in Political Science from Allahabad University, 
M.Phil from Delhi University, and PhD from State University of New York, 
Binghamton, USA.  Her research has focussed on debates on citizenship, 
particularly issues of gender and citizenship.  She is the author of the book 
Gendered Citizenship: Historical and Conceptual Explorations (Orient Longman, 
Delhi, 2005) and co-editor of Poverty, Gender and Migration (Sage, 2006).  Her 
research articles have appeared in various journals including Contributions to 
Indian Sociology, Economic and Political Weekly, Indian Social Science Review, 
and Contemporary India.  She is currently working on contemporary debates on 
citizenship in India and on a study of the Election Commission of India. 

Anusha Hariharan is an alumnus of Stella Maris College, Chennai with an 
undergraduate degree in Sociology. She has worked for Citizen’s Consumer and 
Civic Action Group, Chennai as a research assistant and Jagori – Women’s 
training, documentation and Resource Center, Delhi as a part of the violence 
intervention unit.  

Aparna Balachandran is an Associate Fellow at the Centre for the Study of 
Culture and Society in Bangalore. She recently completed her Phd at the 



Department of History at Columbia University -- her work looks at the 
relationship between urban space, outcaste labor and religious identity in early 
colonial Madras. Her research interests include the histories of labor, pre-
colonial legal regimes and early colonial law in South Asia.  

 

Arudra Burra is a PhD candidate in Philosophy at Princeton University, and 
has a JD from the Yale Law School. His philosophical interests are in moral and 
political philosophy: his dissertation is on the relationship between exploitation, 
coercion, and consent. Though the dissertation touches on a number of legal 
themes, Arudra's main area of interest vis-a-vis the law is in South Asian legal 
history. He is also a long-time volunteer for the Right to Food Campaign, and 
currently manages its website www.righttofoodindia.org.  

Arun K. Thiruvengadam, is an Assistant Professor at the Faculty of Law, 
National University of Singapore.  He obtained his formal legal education from 
the National Law School, Bangalore (B.A., LL.B (Hons.), 1995; LL.M, 2001) and 
New York University School of Law (LL.M, 2002, J.S.D., 2007). After completing 
his undergraduate education in 1995, he served as a law clerk to Chief Justice 
A.M. Ahmadi at the Supreme Court of India for eighteen months. Between 1997 
and 1999, he practiced in the fields of administrative, constitutional and 
commercial law before the High Court of Delhi and the Supreme Court of India. 
He has been a Research and Teaching Fellow at the National Law School (1999-
2001), as well as at the Global Public Service Law Project at NYU School of Law 
(2003-05). The areas in which he has research and teaching interests are: 
comparative constitutional theory and practice; Constitutional and 
administrative law in India; law and development; and legal education.  In recent 
years, he has presented academic papers at conferences/seminars at the 
following venues: the Faculty of Law, McGill University; the School of Oriental 
and African Studies, University of London; and at the Faculties of law at the 
Universities of Indonesia, Hong Kong, Toronto and Kyushu. In 2007, he undertook 
stints as Visiting Professor twice, and taught intensive courses on constitutional 
theory and Indian constitutionalism at the National University of Juridical 
Sciences, Kolkata and at the Faculty of Law, University of Toronto. 
 
Arvind Narrain is a founder member of the Alternative Law Forum in India, a 
collective of young lawyers who work on a critical practice of law. He works on 
issues pertaining to human rights and also with specific reference to the human 
rights of those who are discriminated against on the basis of gender identity and 
sexual orientation. He has also been active in the ICC - India campaign on issues 
of mass crimes and ensuring accountability for the same. 
 



Ashwini Sukthankar is Director, International Commission for Labor Rights, 
New York. 

Ashwini Tambe is Assistant Professor, Women and Gender Studies Institute 
and Dept of History, University of Toronto. Her research focuses on colonial 
South Asia, transnational gender and sexuality studies, and global political 
economy. Her upcoming book, "Codes of Misconduct: The Regulation of 
Prostitution in Colonial Bombay" (2009 U Minnesota Press) traces the history of 
the transnational sex trade in Bombay city. It focuses on the relationship 
between forms of prostitution, discourses of law making and law enforcement 
practices. She has co-edited a volume on transnational approaches to subaltern 
mobility in the Indian Ocean, titled "The Limits of British Colonial Control in 
South Asia: Spaces of Disorder in the Indian Ocean" (Routledge, 2008). Her 
articles have appeared in journals such as Feminist Studies, Gender and Society, 
and the International Feminist Journal of Politics. Her current research focuses 
on the changing legal age standards defining girlhood in twentieth century India. 

Balakrishnan Rajgopal is Associate Professor of Law and Development and 
Director of the Program on Human Rights and Justice at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology.  He has been a member of the Executive Council and 
Executive Committee of the American Society of International Law, and is 
currently on the Asia Advisory Board of Human Rights Watch, the International 
Advisory Committee of the Robert F. Kennedy Memorial Center for Human 
Rights and the International Rights Advocates.  He has been a Fellow at the 
Woodrow Wilson Center for International Scholars in Washington, DC, the 
Madras Institute of Development Studies and the Jawaharlal Nehru University 
in India, a Visiting Professor at the UN University for Peace, University of 
Melbourne Law School and the Washington College of Law, the Amerian 
University.  His terminal degree is an interdisciplinary doctorate in law (SJD) 
from Harvard Law School and he also holds a first law degree from India.  He 
served for many years with the United Nations High Commissioner for Human 
Rights in Cambodia, and has consulted with UN agencies, international 
organizations and leading NGOs on human rights and international legal issues.  
He has published numerous scholarly articles in leading law journals including 
the Harvard, Columbia, Boston University, Connecticut and Leiden journals of 
international law, other law journals such as William and Mary Law Review.  He 
is the author of International Law from Below: Development, Social Movements 
and Third World Resistance (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2003; 
Foundation Press, South Asia, 2005; Colombia, Spanish, 2005; 2nd edition 
forthcoming in 2008), and Reshaping Justice: International Law and the Third 
World (Routledge, 2008).  He is currently completing a book manuscript on 
legalization of socio-economic rights in the Global South.  He has also published 
widely in the media including the Boston Globe, the Hindu, Washington Post and 



the Nation. 

B S Chimni is the Chairperson, Centre for International Legal Studies, School of 
International Studies, JNU  

Bikram Jeet Batra is a lawyer and researcher particularly interested in 
criminal justice and human rights. At present he is a New India Foundation 
Fellow working on a monograph on Capital Punishment in 20th Century India. 

Bimol Akoijam is Associate Professor, Centre for the Study of Social Systems, 
School of Social Sciences 2, Jawaharlal Nehru University.  

Binyamin Blum is a doctoral candidate at Stanford Law School. His research 
examines the transplantation of the English common law in the Middle East 
during the early 20th century. Binyamin’s previous research has focused on 
judicial independence and the separation of powers, examining questions such as 
the historical origins of the United States’ President’s power to pardon and the 
ways in which temporary judicial appointments in Israel affect the decision 
making of untenured judges. His work has also addressed the ways in which 
comparative law is used by courts to express their self perception and define 
their identity.  Binyamin has served as a teaching assistant of Evidence, 
Administrative and Criminal law. Before coming to Stanford, Binyamin clerked 
for the Honorable Justice Ayala Procaccia of the Israeli Supreme Court and 
served as a prosecutor at the Jerusalem District Attorney’s Office. He obtained 
his B.A. and LL.B. (summa cum laude) from the Hebrew University in Jerusalem 
and has recently been awarded the Stanford Interdisciplinary Graduate 
Fellowship. 

Brenna Bhandar Lecturer, University of Kent Law School. Prior to the PhD 
Brenna practiced law briefly in Canada. Her research interests lie in the areas of 
indigenous rights, post-colonial and critical legal theories, theories of recognition, 
and property law. Her current research is in the area of biotechnological forms of 
property and processes of propertisation. 

Catalina Smulovitz is a sociologist and political scientist based in Buenos Aires 
Argentina. A graduate from The Pennsylvania State University she is currently 
Director of the Political Science Department at Universidad Torcuato Di Tella 
Smulovitz has written about human rights and civil military relations in Latin 
American, uses and access to legal systems and on citizenship and accountability 
in Latin America.  In 2008 she won the Simon Guggenheim Fellowship to carry on 
a research on inequality in the protection of rights among Argentinian provinces.  

 
Christian Strümpell is research Fellow, Max-Planck-Institute for Social 
Anthropology, Halle, Germany 



Dania Thomas is Lecturer, School of Law, Keele University, Staffordshire ST5 
5BG.  

David T. Johnson, Professor of Sociology, University of Hawaii  

Deepa V.N. is an activist working with Sahayatrika, an organization which 
works with queer women in Kerala. 

Deepak Mehta is Reader at the Department of Sociology. He is the author of 
Work, Ritual, Biography: A Muslim Community in North India, 1997 (OUP) and 
co-author of Living With Violence: An Anthropology of Events and Everyday Life, 
2007 (Routledge). He is currently working on the afterlife of the destruction of the 
Babri Mosque. 

Devika Sethi  is a doctoral student at the Centre for Historical Studies, JNU.  

Dipankar Gupta is Professor of Sociology, Centre for the Study of Social 
Systems, SSS-II, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. 

Donatella Alessandrini is a lecturer at Kent Law School. She obtained her 
PhD at Birkbeck Law School where her doctoral project focused on the 
development approaches of the international trading regime. Her research 
interests are in the areas of trade theories and practices, development studies, 
neo-liberalism, and social movements. Her current research explores the 
relationship between the regulation of agricultural biotechnology, neo-liberal 
policies and development discourses.  
 
Dwijen Rangnekar is a Research Council’s UK Academic Fellow at Warwick 
University with a joint appointment at the School of Law and the Centre for the 
Study of Globalisation and Regionalisation. His research currently focuses on the 
unbalanced globalization and politics of IPRs, the interface between innovation 
and appropriation with a particular emphasis on plant breeding and 
biotechnology, and the protection of cultural products (through geographical 
indications) with a particular attention to issues of exclusion and arbitrating 
quality. He is conducting research on Geographical Indications through a case 
study of Feni – an alcoholic distillate from Goa – under an Economic and Social 
Research Council grant where issues of rule-making and exclusion are central 
themes (www.warwick.ac.uk/go/feni). He is also working on a manuscript on plant 
breeders’ rights that looks at the law and politics of globalising a particular 
architecture of law. 

Evelina Dagnino has a Ph.D. in Political Science from Stanford University, 
USA, and is a Full Professor of Political Science at the University of 
Campinas, S. Paulo, Brazil. She has been Visiting Professor at the 
Universities of Yale, USA, and Göteborg, Sweden. She has several books and 



articles published in several countries, on democracy and citizenship, the 
relations between culture and politics, social movements, civil society and 
participation. She is presently engaged in two projects: on “Comparing Scales 
of Citizenship: Between Social and Legal representations” sponsored by the 
École des Hautes Études des Sciences Sociales and the Maison de Sciences de 
l’Homme in Paris; and on “Civic Driven Change”, sponsored by the Institute of 
Social Studies, The Hague, Netherlands.  
  

Flavia Agnes is a women’s rights advocate, activist and researcher.  A pioneer 
of the women’s movement, she has worked consistently on issues of gender and 
law reforms. As co-founder of MAJLIS, a legal and cultural resource centre, her 
primary engagement has been to provide quality legal services to women and 
children.  She has played an important role in bringing women's rights to the 
forefront within the legal system and in contextualizing issues of gender and 
identity.  A prolific writer, she has provided incisive analysis of many social 
trends and legal reforms including domestic violence, minority law reforms, 
secularism and human rights.   Significant among her many publications is her 
autobiographical book `My Story Our Story ... Of Rebuilding Broken Lives’ which 
has been translated into several languages.  Other publications included `Law 
& Gender Inequality – The Politics of Personal Laws in India’ and an Omnibus, 
‘Women and Law’ (co-edit) both published by Oxford University Press. She is 
one of the proponents of legal pluralism.   Within the premise of ‘reforms from 
within’ she has played an important role in reforming the Christian Personal 
Laws as well as advancing the rights of Muslim women. Her more recent 
engagement has been with issues of democracy, secularism and identity 
politics.  Her organisation, Majlis has worked consistently in countering the 
rising wave of Hindu fundamentalism in the country.  After the communal 
carnage in Gujarat, India in 2002, she initiated a legal advocacy program for 
sexually violated women in relief camps and subsequently has brought out a 
publication titled, “Of Lofty Claims and Muffled Voices” (2002). 

 

Gail Pearson is Professor of Business Law at the University of Sydney. Her 
latest book, Financial Services Law and Compliance in Australia, Cambridge 
University Press 2008, will be published shortly. She is currently researching 
Mackenzie Chalmers, late nineteenth century codifier of commercial laws. 
Professor Pearson is a Fellow of the Jawaharlal Nehru University Institute of 
Advanced Studies. 

Gautam Navlakha is editorial consultant, EPW and has written extensively on 
democratic rights issues. 

Gopal Guru is a professor of political science at CPS in Jawaharlal Nehru 



University. 

Graham Dutfield is Professor of International Governance at the University of 
Leeds, United Kingdom. He has written and edited several books on intellectual 
property, genetic resources, traditional knowledge and the life science industries. 
The most recent is Global Intellectual Property Law with Uma Suthersanen. His 
next book will be a second edition of Intellectual Property Rights and the Life 
Science Industries to be published in May 2009. 

Hans Dembowski has a PhD in sociology from Bielefeld University. His thesis 
dealt with urban development and the judiciary in Calcutta. Currently, he is the 
editor of D+C Development and Cooperation (www.inwent.org/d+c) and the 
German twin publication E+Z Entwicklung und Zusammenarbeit. Law and 
governance matters are still of core interest to him, though his focus is no longer 
exclusively on South Asia. Before joining D+C in late 2003, he worked for the 
economics desks of a national daily in Germany (Frankfurter Rundschau) and 
Radio Deutsche Welle. He is the author of "Taking the State to Court – Public 
Interest Litigation and the Public Sphere in Metropolitan India" 
(www.asienhaus.de/taking-state-to-court). The original version was published by 
OUP in 2001, but distribution was soon discontinued because of contempt-of-
court proceedings before the Calcutta High Court. The case is still pending, he 
was never officially notified of the matter. 

Hester Betlem has been working broadly within the field of South Asian 
Studies for approximately 10 years.  Currently, she is completing her Fieldwork 
towards a PhD in Social Cultural Anthropology from Johns Hopkins University 
in Baltimore, USA.   Her work focuses on ritual and social transformations 
among modern Devadasi women in the wake of the 1988 Andhra Pradesh 
Devadasi (Prohibition of Dedication) Act.   Her field site is located in Rural, 
Coastal Andhra Pradesh.  Her current interests include law, citizenship and 
belief. 

Indira Jaising is a senior advocate practicing at the Supreme Court of India. 
She is the founder secretary of the Lawyers Collective, an organisation of 
lawyers engaged in social change through law. She edits the monthly magazine, 
The Lawyers, dealing with law and social justice. Indira has argued several 
cases of public importance such as Olga Tells, for the rights of the homeless, 
Mary Roy's case, for equal inheritance rights for Syrian Christian women, 
Geeta Hariharan’s case for equal guardianship rights for women, Rupen Deol 
Bajaj's case protesting sexual harassment Ashok Thakur, arguing for 
affirmative action and reservation of higher learning for backward classes. She 
has represented the victims of the Bhopal disaster to just compensation. She 
has argued cases against the setting up of 5 star hotels in the coast line of Goa, 
to protect the environment. Indira has been awarded the Padma Shri in 2005. 



She has been currently nominated to be an expert on the CEDAW Committee 
by the Government of India. More details on the organization can be found on 
www.lawyerscollective.org 

 

Jaivir Singh is Assistant Professor at the Centre for the Study of Law and 
Governance, Jawaharlal Nehru University. 

Jason Keith Fernandes, is a doctoral candidate at Centre for the Study of 
Culture and Society, Bangalore. 

Jean Comaroff is a Distinguished Professor of Anthropology at the University 
of Chicago, Director of the Chicago Center for Contemporary Theory, and an 
Honorary Professor at the University of Cape Town. Her current research is on 
crime, policing, post-colonial politics and state sovereignty, religious 
revitalization, and the commodification of identity. Her books, co-authored and 
co-edited with John Comaroff, include Of Revelation and Revolution, Volumes I 
(1991) and II (1997), Ethnography and the Historical Imagination (1992), 
Modernity and its Malcontents: Ritual and Power in Africa (1993), Civil 
Society and the Political Imagination in Africa (1999), Millennial Capitalism 
and the Culture of Neoliberalism (2000), Law and Disorder in the Postcolony 
(2006), and Ethnicity, Inc. (2009). 
 

Jennifer Beard is a barrister as well as an academic. In addition to holding a 
senior lectureship at Melbourne University, Jennifer has been a visiting fellow 
at the University of British Columbia Law School in Canada where she taught 
a PhD Seminar on Legal Theory and Interdisciplinary Approaches to Law; a 
teacher of International Law, Trade and Development in the LLM Programme 
in the Department of International Law and Human Rights at the United 
Nations University for Peace in Costa Rica; and a visiting fellow at the 
University of Lund Law School in Sweden where she works in collaboration 
with Professor Gregor Noll on an analysis of the RHD processes of the UNHCR. 
Jennifer teaches property law, international law and international law and 
development at either a graduate or undergraduate level. Jennifer undertakes 
research and writing in the fields of international law, law and development 
and critical legal theory and ethics. She has published a book called The 
Political Economy of Desire: International Law, Development and the Nation 
State (Cavendish-Routledge 2007). She has two further books due to be 
published in 2008: one is a text co-edited with Dr Andrew Mitchell on Public 
International Law; the other is a critical text on Law and Development (co-
authored with Sundhya Pahuja). At the Bar, Jennifer's practice areas include 
public law, statutory interpretation, policy formulation and public interest 
litigation (see http://www.mcnaught.com.au). Jennifer co-directs the Research 



Programme on Law and Development at the Institute for International Law 
and the Humanities together with Sundhya Pahuja (see 
http://iilah.unimelb.edu.au/go/about-iilah/index.cfm). She has assisted in the 
funding, design and development of a blog for her research students on Law and 
Development at: http://www.law.unimelb.edu.au/LawAndDevelopmentBlog/ 
Jennifer’s research students are all wonderful scholars in their own right and 
she invites you to view summaries of their research at 
http://iilah.unimelb.edu.au/go/people/postgraduate-research-
students/index.cfm  
 
Jinee Lokaneeta is an Assistant Professor in Political Science at Drew 
University, Madison, New Jersey. Her areas of interest include Political Theory 
(Postcolonial, Feminist and Marxist theory), Law and violence, Cultural Studies, 
Jurisprudence, and Civil Liberties. She teaches courses on Torture: Pain, Body 
and Truth; Civil Rights and Liberties; and Law, Politics and Society. She has 
previously published in journals such as Studies in Law, Politics and Society and 
in Economic and Political Weekly. She has also co edited a text book in Hindi for 
an undergraduate course on women and politics, Feminist Politics: Struggles and 
Issues. Delhi: Hindi Medium Directorate, 2001. She is currently working on a 
manuscript on Torture in Contemporary Liberal Democracies focusing on the 
United States and India. 

Julia Eckert is Associate Professor at the Max Planck Institute for Social 
Anthropology, Halle/Saale, Germany where she heads the research group ‘Law 
against the State’ which examines the juridification of protest and the 
globalisation of transnational legal norms. Her research interests are in legal 
anthropology, conflict theory, the anthropology of the modern state, and the 
anthropology of security. She is currently writing a book on the police in Bombay 
focusing on everyday conflicts over norms of justice, citizenship and authority. 
Among her publications on this research are "The Trimurti of the State" in: 
Sociologus 2005; "From Subject to Citizen: Legalism from Below and the 
Homogenisation of the Legal Sphere" in: Journal of Legal Pluralism, 2006. Her 
work on a Hindu-nationalist movement in India resulted in her book "The 
Charisma of Direct Action" (Oxford University Press, 2003). Other than India, 
she conducted research in Uzbekistan and Afghanistan. She was a researcher at 
the German Institute for international pedagogical research,Frankfurt am Main, 
and lecturer at the Humboldt University, Berlin and the Free University of 
Berlin from where she holds a PhD. 

 
Kalpana Kannabiran is Professor of Sociology at NALSAR University of Law, 
Hyderabad, India and founder member of a women's collective, Asmita Resource 
Centre for Women where she coordinates research and legal outreach for women. 



She was Chair of RC32 (Women in Society) of the International Sociological 
Association from 2002-2006 and General Secretary of the Indian Association for 
Women’s Studies in1998-2000. Her areas of specialisation are Sociology of Law, 
Jurisprudence and Gender Studies. She received the Rockefeller Humanist in 
Residence Fellowship at Hunter college, CUNY 1992-1993 and VKRV Rao 
Award for Social Science Research in the field Social Aspects of Law in 2003 
from the Indian Council for Social Science Research and the Institute of Social 
and Economic Change. A contributor to the Economic and Political Weekly and 
The Hindu, she has co-authored a volume of essays, De-Eroticizing Assault: 
Essays on Modesty, Honour and Power (Stree, Calcutta, 2002), co-edited 
Muvalur Ramamirthammal's Web of Deceit: Devadasi Reform in Colonial India 
(Kali for Women, New Delhi, 2003), edited The Violence of Normal Times: 
Essays on Women's Lived Realities (Women Unlimited in association with Kali 
for Women, Delhi, 2005); co-edited The Situated Politics of Belonging (London: 
Sage, 2006). She is also a contributor to the Routledge International 
Encyclopaedia on Women and the History of Science, Philosophy and Culture in 
Indian Civilisation, Volume IX Part 3 (New Delhi: Sage, 2005). Most recently, 
she has co-edited, Challenging the Rule(s) of Law: Essays on Colonialism, 
Criminology and Human Rights, Sage, New Delhi, forthcoming 2008. Kalpana 
was a Member of the Expert Group on the Equal Opportunities Commission, 
Ministry of Minority Affairs, Government of India in 2007-2008. 
 
Kalyani Ramnath is an undergraduate student at National Law School, 
Bangalore and she is, at this time, attempting to study the place of languages in 
the law and looking at contrasting legal interpretations in different settings – 
the courtroom and the classroom, for example. 

Kamala Sankaran is a Reader at the Campus Law Centre, Faculty of Law, 
University of Delhi. She has been Research Professor at the Indian Law Institute, 
New Delhi, Visiting Scholar on a Fulbright Fellowship at the Georgetown 
University Law Centre, Washington DC and was earlier at the Faculty of Law, 
Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi. Her areas of research and writing include 
constitutional law, the informal economy, international labour standards, and 
women and the law. She has contributed two volumes to the Halsbury's Laws of 
India: Employment Law (Unorganized Labour) (LexisNexis Butterworths 2003) 
and Industrial Law (LexisNexis, 2006), and has co-edited Towards Legal 
Literacy: An Introduction to Law in India (Oxford University Press, 2008). 

Kaushik Sunder Rajan is Associate Professor of Anthropology at the 
University of California, Irvine. He is the author of Biocapital: The Constitution of 
Post-Genomic Life (Duke, 2006). He is currently studying clinical trials and 
pharmaceutical development in the United States and India. 

Karine Bates is Assistant Professor at the Department of Anthropology, 



University of Montreal. After having completed a combined Undergraduate 
program in civil law and common law (B.C.L., LL.B.) at McGill University, in 
Montreal, Canada, she chose to pursue her studies in law and legal pluralism 
through the perspective of legal anthropology. In 2005, she obtained a Ph.D. in 
Arts (Anthropology) from McGill University. Her main research themes include 
legal anthropology, kinship anthropology, gender studies, South Asian cultures. 

KG Kannabiran is a Senior Advocate based in Hyderabad and the National 
President of the People's Union for Civil Liberties. He has written extensively on 
questions of human rights; in courts across the country, he has defended political 
activists and people whose human rights have been violated both by the state 
and private actors and has been a leader of the movement for civil liberties in 
India over three decades. He is the author of Wages of Impunity: Power, Justice 
and Human Rights, New Delhi: Orient Longman, 2003. 

 

Kunal Parker is the James A. Thomas Distinguished Professor of Law, 
Cleveland-Marshall College of Law, Cleveland State University.  He holds a B.A. 
from Harvard College, a J.D. from Harvard Law School and a PhD (History) from 
Princeton University.  He has written on British colonial legal history in India, 
the history of U.S. immigration and citizenship law, and is currently at work on a 
book on the relationships between historical consciousness and common law 
thought in the nineteenth century United States. 

Lakshmi Arya is an Associate Fellow at the Centre for the Study of Culture and 
Society, Bangalore. She has recently submitted a doctoral dissertation on rape 
laws and trials in colonial times (British India and princely Mysore, 1860 – 
1947) at the history department in Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. 
Her research interests lie in the field of gender, state and the law. 

Lavanya Rajamani is at Centre for Policy Research, Delhi. 

Lawrence Liang is a researcher with the Alternative Law Forum, where he 
works on issues of Law and Culture, the politics of intellectual property. He is 
the author of The Public is Watching: Sex, Laws and Videotape and A Guide to 
Open Content Licenses. He is currently working on the idea of Cinematic justice in 
Hindi cinema. 

Malavika Kasturi is a historian at the University of Toronto. 

Manas Ray is a Fellow at the Centre for Studies in Social Sciences, Calcutta. He 
has written on cultural and film theory, ethics, governmentality, the Indian 
diaspora, and post-partition Calcutta and has been published in collections like 



Global Television: views from the periphery (OUP, London, 1998), Floating Lives: 
negotiating cultural identity through media (Rowman and Littlefield, New York, 
2002), Media of the Diaspora (Routledge, New York, 2003), City Flicks (Seagull, 
Calcutta 2004), Partitioned Lives (Pearson Longman, Delhi, 2007) and Penguin 
Anthology of Writings on Calcutta (New Delhi, 2008). At present, he is working 
towards a monograph entitled, Theorizing the Illiberal: essays on sovereignty and 
(neo)liberal technologies of governance.  

Marc Galanter is the John and Rylla Bosshard Professor of Law and South 
Asian Studies at the University of Wisconsin - Madison and LSE Centennial 
Professor at the London School of Economics and Political 
Science. http://marcgalanter.net/. This website provides access to his studies of 
lawyers, litigation, legal culture and other topics, as well as some biographical 
information and commentary on his work and its reception. 

Manoranjan Mohanty is a Professor of Politic Science, currently at Institute of 
Chinese Studies at CSDS and Council for Social Development, India 

Martin Macwan is an activist in Navsarjan, Gujarat. 

Manjira Dutta is a filmmaker, based in Delhi. 

Martin Lau is a Barrister at Essex Court Chambers in London and a Reader in 
Law at the Law Department of the School of Oriental and African Studies, 
University of London, where he teaches courses on South Asian law, comparative 
constitutional law and modern Islamic law. He was Head of the SOAS Law 
Department from 2002 until 2005, Director of the Centre of Islamic and Middle 
Eastern Law from 1995 to 1998 and is the Chief Examiner for the subject Islamic 
Law of the External LLB of the University of London. In the past three years he 
has been fortunate to have held research appointments at the universities of 
Nagoya and Harvard as well as being involved in several research projects on 
South Asian law. His current position involves research on modern Afghan, 
Pakistani and Indian law. He has visited and worked in the South Asian region 
for the past 15 years, most recently in Afghanistan, where, from August 2007 
until June 2008, he headed the European Commission “Justice Sector Reform 
Project” in Kabul. He edits, with Eugene Cotran, the Yearbook of Islamic and 
Middle Eastern Law and is the author of The Role of Islam in the Legal System 
of Pakistan, published by Brill in 2006. 

Mary John is the director of the Centre for Women's Development Studies. She 
has recently published a Women's Studies Reader (published by Penguin India, 
2008). 

Mayur Suresh is a researcher at the Alternative Law Forum. He holds a BA 
LLB (Hons.) from the National Law School of India University, Bangalore (2004) 



and LLM from Columbia University School of Law (2006). He was previously 
employed by the Centre for the Study of Casteism, Communalism and the Law 
at the National Law School, Sarai/Centre for the Study of Developing Societies, 
Delhi, and the Indian Security Workers Organising Council. In 2003 he was given 
a student fellowship from Sarai/Centre for the Study of Developing Societies to 
study the emergence of video technology in India and the subsequent efforts at 
regulation of this media. His present work at the Alternative Law Forum are in 
the areas of sexuality, copyright, and judicial discourse around the idea of the 
emergency. 

Mekhala Krishnamurthy has a BA in Social Studies from Harvard University 
(2002) and an MPhil in Social Anthropology from Cambridge University (2003). 
She is currently a doctoral candidate in Anthropology at University College 
London, where her dissertation research focuses on the social and political 
dynamics of corporate expansion and experimentation in agriculture and rural 
markets in India. Over the past few years, she has also worked extensively on 
public health systems. 

MI Jafir is writer, critic and media professional in Sri Lanka 

Mitra Sharafi is a legal historian working on Parsi legal history. After 
completing a history degree in Canada (BA McGill, 1996) and two law degrees in 
Britain (BA Cambridge, 1998; BCL Oxford, 1999), Sharafi did a doctorate in 
history in the US (PhD Princeton, 2006). She is currently working on a book 
project that explores the special relationship between Parsis and law in British 
India. The book will be an expansion of her dissertation, "Bella's Case: Parsi 
Identity and the Law in Colonial Rangoon, Bombay and London, 1887-1925," 
which received the Canada-based South Asia Council's 2007 Dissertation Award. 
Sharafi joined the University of Wisconsin Law School in July 2007, following a 
two-year research fellowship at Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge University, 
and a short visiting fellowship at the Socio-Legal Research Center of Griffith 
University in Australia. In addition to teaching undergraduate courses on legal 
pluralism and on law in the British Empire at the University of Wisconsin, 
Sharafi teaches contract law at the UW Law School. 

Mohammed Ridwanul Hoque, Associate Professor, Department of Law, 
University of Chittagong, Bangladesh. Dr Hoque's doctoral research [2007] at the 
University of London (School of Oriental and African Studies) was entitled 
“Judicial activism as a golden mean: A critical study of evolving activist 
jurisprudence with particular reference to Bangladesh"; and current research 
interests include Public law; comparative constitutional theory, Islamic family 
law, corporate law and corporate governance.   

Mukul Sinha is a lawyer and activist, Jan Sangharsh Manch, Ahmedabad.  



 
Namita A. Malhotra is a media practitioner and legal researcher at the 
Alternative Law Forum in Bangalore, India. She works and teaches courses on 
issues of media censorship, media laws, intellectual property and open content. 
She received a fellowship granted by the Public Services Broadcasting Trust, 
India to write on cinema, television and censorship in India as part of the book – 
The public is watching: Sex, laws and videotapes. She also was the curator for the 
art and media exhibition in World Information City, Bangalore, 2005, on themes 
of information, society, politics and history. Her media interrogates the dominant 
politics of intellectual property and explores themes in popular culture, sexuality 
and pornography, and has been part of exhibitions and presentations in 
Indonesia, Austria, Greece and in Bangalore and Delhi.  

 

Nandan Nawn has completed his masters and M.Phil from CESP, JNU. He 
joined NUJS in 2001. He teaches two compulsory papers on economics. The 
first one is on principles of economics (mainly microeconomics) and the second 
one on problems of Indian economy with additional modules on basic 
macroeconomics and international trade. He also offers two optional courses on 
Law and Economics, and Ecology, Policy and Law. 
 
 

Navroz K Dubash is an Associate Professor at the Centre for the Study of 
Law and Governance, Jawaharlal Nehru University, Delhi.  His work focuses on 
the political economy of institutional change, with an emphasis on the 
environmental and social implications of economic reform. Major areas of work 
include the political economy of electricity reform, governance of energy in India 
and Asia, climate change policy, the role of civil society in global environmental 
governance, international financial institutions, and local institutions for 
water management.  His current research looks at the emergence of a 
“regulatory state” in the developing world, with particular reference to 
infrastructure sectors, and to the interface between global climate negotiations 
and national policy instruments and politics. Dr. Dubash’s recent publications 
include The Practice and Politics of Regulation: Regulatory Governance in Indian 
Electricity (MacMillan, 2007), and edited special issues of Economic and 
Political Weekly and Pacific Affairs. His earlier book on groundwater, Tubewell 
Capitalism (Oxford, 2002) was awarded the SR Sen Prize Award in India. In 
addition to publishing in various journals he is also active in Indian policy fora 
and is on the editorial board of several journals: Journal of Environment and 
Development; Utilities Policy and Environmental Policy and Governance. He 
formerly held positions as IDFC Chair Professor of Governance and Public 
Policy at the National Institute of Public Finance and Policy (New Delhi), and 



Senior Associate at the World Resources Institute, Washington DC.  He has a 
long history of engagement with civil society organizations, including as the 
first international coordinator of the Climate Action Network, from 1990-92. 
He has also consulted and conducted training programs for a variety of 
international and Indian institutions. Dr. Dubash holds Ph.D. and M.A. 
degrees in Energy and Resources from the University of California, Berkeley, 
and an A.B. in Public and International Affairs from Princeton University 

Neera Chandhoke is Professor at the Department of Political Science, 
University of Delhi.  

 

Nighat Said Khan is the executive director of the asr resource center an ngo 
working on peoples rights, women, human, minorities etc. She is also the Dean of 
Studies of the Insitute of Women's Studies, Lahore that runs post graduate 
courses for south asian students and has a South Asian faculty. She did her BA 
from Columbia University in Political Science, my MA in development economics 
from Manchester University and my Phd work (thesis not completed) in Sociology 
also from manchester. My work was in the area of peasant studies, particularly 
peasant politics. She has written and published on the the peasantry, on the 
women's movement, issues of identity and citizenship etc. Her reseach work at 
the moment is also on tenant struggles, on religious minorities in pakistan 
particularly dalit women; on inter and intra state conflicts especially as these 
impact on women and on partition. 

Niraja Gopal Jayal is Professor of Law and Governance at the Jawaharlal 
Nehru University, New Delhi, and currently a Senior Fellow at the Nehru 
Memorial Museum and Library in Delhi. She is the author of Representing 
India: Ethnic Diversity and the Governance of Public Institutions (Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2006) and Democracy and the State: Welfare, Secularism and 
Development in Contemporary India (Oxford University Press, 1999); and 
editor/co-editor of, among others, Democracy in India (2nd ed. 2007), Local 
Governance in India: Decentralisation and Beyond (2005) and The Oxford 
Companion to Politics in India (forthcoming). Niraja Jayal gave academic 
leadership to two recently-completed projects: first, a Ford Foundation-funded 
Dialogue on Democracy and Pluralism in South Asia and second, an all-India 
survey of the quality of participation of elected women representatives in the 
institutions of local governance in India. Jayal is presently working on a book 
on the Indian idea of citizenship in the twentieth century.  

 

Niti Saxena represents AALI, a feminist legal advocacy group, which has been 
working on the issues related to women in human right perspective, in Uttar 
Pradesh (India) – a State fraught between entrenched feudal-patriarchal system 



and extremely poor developmental indicators. Over the past 10 years AALI has 
undertaken research, advocacy as well as direct response to violations of women’s 
human rights, with a focus on their rights within the private sphere in 
partnership with other organizations. The organization has intervened in cases 
where women’s right to sexual autonomy has been violated and supported them 
in upholding and exercising the same.  AALI has undertaken a national initiative 
aimed at enabling a holistic response to the violations of the women’s right to 
choice and decision making in sexual relationship (hetero or same sex) as well as 
to ensure ideological understanding of the issue. Along with the larger alliance 
emerging from this national initiative, AALI and other women human rights 
groups/individuals from different parts of India have been working to establish 
this issue on the human rights agenda.  The upcoming alliance recognizes the 
identification of varied manifestations of violations as critical to building a 
holistic understanding of the lived experiences of women. 

Nitya Vasudevan is currently doing her Phd in the Centre for Study of Culture 
and Society. Her research is on the history of the relationship between visibility 
and sexuality, in the domains of cinema, law and public health. She has taught 
cultural studies in Christ College, Bangalore.  

 

Nivedita Menon is Professor, School of International Studies, Jawaharlal 
Nehru University. 

Oliver Mendelssohn is a professor at School of Law, La Trobe University, 
Australia. 

Padma Govindan is an activist working with the Shakti Center, an 
organization working with queer issues in Chennai. 

Partha Mukhopadhyay is an economist by profession; Partha Mukhopadhyay 
is currently a Senior Research Fellow at the Centre for Policy Research, New 
Delhi. He was also recently a Fellow of India China Institute of New School 
University, New York and a Visiting Scholar at the Centre for Advanced Study of 
India, University of Pennsylvania. His current research interests are in 
infrastructure, broader mechanisms of service delivery, urban issues and 
comparisons across India and China. In his previous assignment with the 
Infrastructure Development Finance Company (IDFC), as part of the Policy 
Advisory Group, he was actively involved in infrastructure policy reform and 
fostering Public-Private partnerships and mediating between policy makers and 
stakeholders to enable the implementation of efficient infrastructure services in 
India. He was an active member of the staff of the Prime Minister's Taskforce on 
Infrastructure, where he participated, inter alia, in developing contractual 
structures used by the National Highway Authority of India. His other 



assignments have been with the EX-IM Bank of India as Director of their 
Eximius Centre and with the Trade Policy Group of the World Bank in 
Washington. A graduate of Calcutta University and Delhi School of Economics, 
he received his Ph.D. from New York University.  He has taught at the Indian 
Institute of Management at Ahmedabad, and XLRI, Jamshedpur, both premier 
Indian business schools. 

 

Perveez Mody has conducted anthropological fieldwork in a District Court in 
Delhi and is the author of  (2008) The Intimate State: Love-Marriage and the 
Law in Delhi (Routldge, Critical Asian Studies Series).  Her current work 
focusses upon law, kinship and marriage practices amongst British South Asians 
in east London. She is Lecturer in Social Anthropology at the University of 
Cambridge. 

 

Peter Fitzpatrick is currently Anniversary Professor of Law at Birkbeck, 
University of London, Honorary Professor of Law in the University of Kent, and 
Visiting Fellow in the Institute of Advanced Studies, University of Warwick. In 
2007 he was awarded the James Boyd White Prize by The Association for the 
Study of Law, Culture and the Humanities. He has taught at universities in 
Europe, North America and Papua New Guinea and published many books on 
legal philosophy, law and social theory, law and racism, and imperialism, the 
most recent one being Modernism and the Grounds of Law (Cambridge). Outside 
the academy he has been in an international legal practice and was also in the 
Prime Minister’s Office in Papua New Guinea for several years. 

Philippe Cullet is a Reader in Law at the School of Oriental and African 
Studies (SOAS) where he teaches environmental law and intellectual property. 
He is also the Managing Director of the International Environmental Law 
Research Centre (IELRC) and the Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Law, 
Environment and Development (LEAD-journal.org), a peer-reviewed online 
journal available at www.lead-journal.org.He studied law at the University of 
Geneva and King's College London (LLM), development studies at SOAS (MA) 
and went on to receive his doctoral degree in international environmental law 
from Stanford Law School, Stanford University. He is the author of Differential 
Treatment in International Environmental Law (Aldershot: Ashgate, 2003), 
Intellectual Property and Sustainable Development (New Delhi: Butterworths, 
2005), and the editor of The Sardar Sarovar Dam Project: Selected Documents 
(Aldershot: Ashgate, 2007). He is currently writing a book entitled Water, Law 
and Development in the context of Water Sector Reforms in India (forthcoming 
2009).  



 

Ponni Arasu has an MA in History from Jawaharlal Nehru University. After 
working with collectives and other organisations in Delhi focusing mainly on 
issues relating to sexuality, she joined ALF in July 2007. She is pursuing her 
Bachelor's in Law. Her primary areas of interest are women and the law, 
advocacy around issues of gender and sexuality and issues of labour as well as 
unionisation 

Prabha Kotiswaran is Lecturer in Law at the School of Law, School of Oriental 
and African Studies, University of London where she teaches Criminal Law, Law 
and Social Movements and Feminist Legal Theory. For the academic year 2008-
2009, she has received an AHRC Research Leave award for the completion of two 
book manuscripts. The first manuscript re-evaluates feminist legal theorizing on 
sex work based on a study of the political economies and legal ethnographies of 
two Indian sex industries.  The second is a reader on Sex Work for Women 
Unlimited as part of its series on Issues in Contemporary Indian Feminism. Dr. 
Kotiswaran received her B.A., LL.B. (Hons.) degree from the National Law School 
of India University, Bangalore, and has LL.M. and S.J.D. degrees from Harvard 
Law School. 

Prabhu Mahapatra teaches history at the University of Delhi. His special 
interest is in Economic and Social History of Modern India, Migration and 
Diaspora history and Labour History. His current work centres around the long 
term pattern of Regulation of Labour relations and labour market in India. In 
which he explores the entrenchment and enforcement of Contractual relations in 
India especially in the Labour market and the workplace. 

Prashant Iyengar works with the Alternative Law Forum.  Prashant is a 
Technology/IP lawyer, academic and a new media activist. He runs a free 
database of Indian Supreme Court cases, and a free Daily Legal Newsletter. He 
has also previously (2006-07) been an International Policy Fellow with the Open 
Society Institute. He is a visiting faculty at the Christ College of Law, Bangalore 
and is currently teaching Contract Law. Prashant has graduated from the 
National Academy of Legal and Advanced Research (NALSAR), Hyderabad. 

Pratap Bhanu Mehta was previously Visiting Professor of Government at 
Harvard University and Associate Professor of Government and of Social Studies 
at Harvard. He was also Professor of Philosophy and Law and Governance, JNU. 
He has published widely in reputed national and international journals in a 
variety of fields including, political philosophy, intellectual history, 
constitutional law, international politics, society and politics in India. His most 
recent book are "The Burdens of Democracy" and "Public Institutions in India: 



Performance and Design". He has been a prolific contributor to public debates 
and his columns have regularly appeared in The New Republic, Foreign Policy, 
The Hindu, Indian Express, Telegraph, Yale Global, and numerous other papers. 
He has served as Editorial Consultant to the Indian Express. He is co-editor of 
The Oxford Companion to Politics in India (forthcoming), and serves on the 
editorial board of numerous journals. He has lectured widely in universities in 
the United States, Britain, New Zealand, Europe and Japan.  Mehta's current 
research projects center around four themes. The first is understanding India's 
Great Transformation, the profound social, political and economic changes of the 
last two decades, and the trajectory they are likely to take in the future. This will 
result in a book. The second project looks at the role of law in Indian society. It 
will specifically focus on the justiciability of social and economic rights, and 
whether judicial intervention is a good means of achieving those objectives. This 
project will result in a series of papers. The third project - a collaborative project-
related to the first two is on Globalization and the Indian State, that looks at the 
legitimacy challenges facing the Indian State in an era of globalization. The 
fourth project continues Mehta's long standing interest in philosophical ethics 
and explores what it means to lead an examined life. In addition Mehta will 
continue to perform the role of loyal opposition and engage the public and 
government through columns on topical issues. 

  

Pratiksha Baxi is Assistant Professor at the Centre for the Study of Law and 
Governance. Dr. Baxi holds a doctoral degree in Sociology from Delhi School of 
Economics, University of Delhi. Her doctoral work, an ethnographic study of rape 
trials in a court in Gujarat, brings together her interest in sociology of law, 
feminist theory and violence. She is also interested in approaching issues of 
violence against women from the divergent perspectives of medical jurisprudence, 
practices of policing and legal pluralism. Pratiksha is currently working towards 
the publication of her manuscript on the ethnography of rape trials.  Her 
publications include ‘Medicalisation of Consent and Falsity: The Figure of the Habituated 
Woman in the Indian Rape Law’, Women Unlimited, 2005; Habeas Corpus in the Realm of 
Love: Litigating Marriages of Choice in India. Australian Feminist Law Journal, 2006; and 
‘Adjudicating the Riot: Communal Violence, Crowds and Public Tranquility’ in Domains, 
2007. 
Prita Jha is currently practicing as a Family Lawyer in the U.K.  Prita was the 
State Co-ordinator of Nyayagrah, a rights based organization based in 
Ahmedabad, Gujarat.  

Priya Thangarajah is currently a Law student at the National Law School of 
India University. She is Sri Lankan and has worked on a range of Human Rights 
issues related to conflict for three years. In India, she works consistently with a 
number of independent collectives with a focus on issues of gender and sexuality 



Radhika Singha is a historian at CHS, Jawaharlal Nehru University. 

Rajat Kathuria is Professor at the International Management Institute. 

Rajendra Pradhan, the Chair of Social Science Baha, an NGO dedicated to 
promoting social sciences in Nepal, received his doctorate in sociology from the 
University of Delhi. A researcher with varied research interests, he has studied 
religion among the Hindu Newars of Kathmandu, the care of the elderly in a 
Dutch village, food beliefs and practices in the Nepal Tarai, (irrigation) water 
rights and history and culture of water in Nepal, traditional dispute resolution 
processes, social exclusion and inclusion and more recently an ethnography of the 
state. Over the past 12 years, he has developed an interest in and used legal 
anthropological and especially legal pluralism perspectives for his research 
search on water rights, dispute process and ethnography of the state.  He has 
published numerous articles and edited several books including Water Rights, 
Conflict and Policy (1997), Water, Land and Law: Changing Rights to Land and 
Water in Nepal (2000), Law, History and Culture of Water in Nepal (2003), Legal 
Pluralism and Unofficial Law in Social, Economic and Political Development 
(2003). He is currently working on several books, including on Legal Anthropology 
and Traditional Disputing Processes in Nepal and on an ethnography of the state-
citizen interaction at the local level.   

Rajeswari Sunder Rajan is Global Distinguished Professor at New York 
University, in the Department of English. She has been a Senior Fellow at the 
Nehru Memorial Museum and Library, New Delhi (1994-2000), and taught in 
the English faculty at the University of Oxford where she was Professorial 
Fellow of Wolfson College (2001-2006). Her publications include Real and 
Imagined Women: Gender, Culture and Postcolonialism (1993), The Scandal of 
the State: Women, Law and Citizenship in Postcolonial India (2003) and, most 
recently, the co-edited volume Crisis of Secularism in India (2007). 
 
Rajni Palriwala is Professor and Head of Sociology at the University of Delhi.  
Her research interests include gender and feminist politics, kinship and 
marriage, agrarian and development studies, the welfare state, and comparative 
sociology. 

Rajshree Chandra Ahuja doctoral researcher at JNU, has been teaching at 
LSR and Janki Devi Memorial College for a number of years in the Department 
of Political Science, Delhi University. She was awarded her Masters and M.Phil 
degrees from CPS, JNU. Rajshree recently submitted her doctoral thesis entitled 
"Intellectual Property Rights and the Politics of Knowledge" at the Centre for the 
Study of Law and Governance, JNU. The thesis examines IP rights as a rights 
claim examining both the ontological criterion as well as the consequentialist 
premises of IP rights. 



Ratna Kapur is the Director of the Centre for Feminist Legal Research, New 
Delhi,  and on the Faculty of the Geneva School of Diplomacy and International 
Relations. She is also a part of the Global Law Faculty at NYU School of Law. 
She is currently on mission as the Senior Gender Advisor for the United Nations 
Mission in Nepal, during the period of the constituent assembly elections. She 
has written and published extensively on law from a postcolonial, feminist legal 
theory perspective. She has focussed specifically on international and human 
rights laws. She has held chairs and been a fellow at a large number of law 
schools around the world, including Harvard Law School, Georgetown University 
Law Centre, Dalhousie Law School, Zurich University, National Law School of 
India University, and the Graduate Institute of International and Development 
Studies, Geneva. She teaches courses on feminist legal theory, constitutional law, 
international law, and human rights law. Kapur is the author of several books, 
including Erotic Justice: Law and the New Politics fo Postcolonialism 
(Cavendish, 2005), Secularism's Last Sigh? Hindutva and the (Mis) Rule of Law, 
(co-authored) (Oxford University Press, reprint, 2001), Subversive Sites: 
Feminist Engagements with Law (Sage, 1999). Her latest book Alien 
Insurrections: Gender, Migration and Law is forthcoming from Routledge in 2008 

Rebecca Grapevine is a Ph.D. Candidate in the Department of History at the 
University of Michigan. During 2008 and 2009, Rebecca will conduct dissertation 
research in Delhi and Lucknow as a Fulbright Fellow. Her doctoral dissertation 
examines gender, citizenship and community in the late colonial and early post-
colonial period. She has completed minor fields in Law (at the University of 
Michigan Law School), Ancient Indian History, and Modern British History. 

Renisa Mawani is Assistant Professor of Sociology at The University of British 
Columbia.  She is a socio-legal historian who works on transnational histories of 
law and colonialism.  She has published widely on law and (post)coloniality and 
law and geography, and her articles have appeared in journals including, 
Law/Text/Culture, Social and Legal Studies, Canadian Journal of Law and 
Society, and Social Identities.  She has just completed her first book, Colonial 
Proximities: Crossracial Contacts and Juridical Truths in Historical British 
Columbia.  This monograph details the dynamic encounters between aboriginal 
peoples, Chinese migrants and Europeans in the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth century and the epistemic truths and modes of governance that these 
contacts produced.  Her second monograph (in progress) is a transnational 
history of the Komagata Maru, a Japanese steamship carrying 376 laborers from 
Punjab, and its place in anti-colonial struggles in India and across the British 
Empire.  

Rinku Lamba, is Associate Professor at the Centre for Political Studies, JNU. 
She was till recently a Max Weber Postdoctoral Fellow at the European 
University Institute in Florence, Italy. She completed her doctorate in Political 



Theory at the University of Toronto. Prior to that Dr Lamba obtained her 
Masters' degrees in political science from the University of Oxford, and from 
Jawaharlal Nehru University. Her main areas of interest are in contemporary 
political theory, particularly the doctrines of secularism and multiculturalism. 
She has worked on institutional arrangements for the political accommodation of 
claims advanced by members of religious and cultural minorities within liberal-
democratic jurisdictions. Through her research she seeks to weave a productive 
dialogue between postcolonial theorists and liberal-democratic theorists so as to 
gain insights for appropriate mechanisms for coping with the domination-related 
conundrum that attaches to the accommodation of religious and cultural claims. 
My work straddles across the disciplines of political theory, law and history. 
Aside from being well trained in western political thought, she also has a strong 
interest in modern Indian social and political thought, and in cross-cultural 
ethics. 

 

Renu Addlakha, Ph.D. is senior fellow at the Centre for Women's Development 
studies, New Delhi. Her areas of specialisation include the sociology of medicine, 
mental illness and the psychiatric profession, public health, anthropology of 
infectious diseases, bioethics, gender and the family, disability and society. She 
has published in peer reviewed national and international journals. She is the 
author of 'Deconstructing mental illness: An ethnography of psychiatry, women 
and the family (2008). 

Rohit De is a graduate student at the Department of History at Princeton. His 
primary interest is in South Asian legal history and he is particularly interested 
in studying the courtroom as a space where the relationship between the state 
and the citizen is mediated. His recent research focuses on Muslim family law, 
gender and the discourses of modernity in late colonial India. Rohit graduated 
with a B.A, LL.B (Hons) degree from the National Law School of India University 
and completed his LL.M at the Yale Law School in 2006. Before starting at 
Princeton, Rohit spent a year as the Fox International Fellow at Sidney Sussex 
College, Cambridge University. 

Rosemary Coombe, Canada Research Chair in Law, Communication and 
Culture, Faculty of Arts and Faculty of Graduate Studies, York University  

Rubina Saigol received her MA in Developmental Psychology from Columbia 
University and Ph.D in the Sociology of Education from the University of 
Rochester, New York.  She has written books, articles and research papers for 
national and international journals in both English and Urdu.  Her writings 
include her books Knowledge and Identity (1995), Education: Critical 
Perspectives (1993), Symbolic Violence (2000) and Qaumiyat, Taleem Aur 



Shanakht in Urdu and several co-edited books and articles on the subjects of 
women's rights, feminism, the state, nationalism, terrorism and human rights.  
The latter include Aspects of Women and Development (1995), Engendering the 
Nation-state (1997),  Aurat Aur Mazahmat  and Insaani Huqooq ki Tehreek.  
She is a member of Women's Action Forum and is active in human rights and 
justice issues. 

Rukmini Sen is Lecturer NUJS, Kolkata teaching courses in Sociology of Law, 
Disability and Law, Law, Culture and Pluralism and Law and Social Change. 
She has submitted her doctoral thesis titled Gendered Construction on Culture 
of Silence/Insignificant Articulation which is a feminist methodological 
exploration into the silenced spaces in twenty Bengali women’s autobiographies. 
She has been working on the interface between legal documents and feminist 
methodology, pedagogy of sociology in law schools, disability jurisprudence in 
India.  

S Vivek is an undergraduate student at the National Law School, Bangalore. 
His area of interest is public law and jurisprudence and in this context, the 
interlinkages between law, language and the state. 

Saadia Toor is originally from Lahore, Pakistan.  She received her PhD in 
Development Sociology from Cornell and is Assistant Professor of Sociology and 
Women's Studies at the College of Staten Island, City University of New York.  
Her research interests revolve around issues of gender, community, violence, 
culture, nationalism, sexuality, state formation, and international political 
economy.   

Sabeena Gadihoke is Senior Lecturer, Video and TV Production, AJK Mass 
Communication Research Centre, Jamia Millia Islamia. 

Sammy Adelman teaches Legal Theory and Comparative Human Rights at 
undergraduate level and several modules in the LLM in International 
Development Law and Human Rights. He has degrees from the University of the 
Witwatersrand, Harvard University and Warwick University. He was banned, 
detained and exiled during the struggle against apartheid. His writings cover 
legal theory, development and human rights, and he is currently completing a 
book on sovereignty. 

Sandhya Pahuja is an Associate Professor at the Law School, University of 
Melbourne and the Co-Director of the Law and Development research 
Programme at the Institute for International Law and the Humanities. Her 
research focuses on Public International Law, International Economic Law, 
Development and legal theory, including postcolonial, political-economic and 
post-structural theory. 



Sandipto Dasgupta, Graduate Student, Department of Political Science, 
Columbia University, Email: sd2347@columbia.edu 

Sangeeta Udgaonkar, Advocate and Consultant, Bangalore, India 

Saptarshi Mandal is a student of law at the National University of Juridical 
Sciences in Kolkata. His primary interest is in understanding the relationship 
between law and marginality. He seeks to do this by bringing together 
perspectives from Dalit, Queer, Disability and Feminist studies and the way law 
interacts with each of these. He has been working on the idea of jurisprudence of 
caste, and has published on Dalit conceptions of justice and the legal discourse 
around manual scavenging. At present, he is working on the theme of disability 
and citizenship, of which the present effort is a part. 

Sara Hossain is a barrister practicing in the Supreme Court of Bangladesh in 
the areas of constitutional and public interest law, and a senior associate at Dr. 
Kamal Hossain and associates. She is an active member of Ain o Salish Kendra 
(ask) a national human rights organisation. She has written and lectured on 
public interest litigation, domestic application of human rights, access to justice, 
women's human rights and the right to choice in marriage, and co-edited (with 
Lynn Welchman) 'Honour' : Crimes, Paradigms and Violence against Women 
(Zubaan, 2006, Zed, London 2005) after working on a multi-country study on 
'crimes of honour'. 

Shaheen Sardar Ali is Professor of law at the University of Warwick in the 
United Kingdom and Professor II at the University of Oslo, Norway. She was 
formerly Professor of Law, University of Peshawar, Pakistan. Her teaching and 
research interests include Islamic Law and Jurisprudence, International Law of 
Human Rights in particular Women’s Human Rights, Children’s Rights, Public 
International Law, Gender and the Law, Constitutional Theory and Alternate 
Dispute Resolution. Some of her more recent publications include monographs, 
Gender and Human Rights in Islam and International Law: Equal Before Allah, 
Unequal Before Man? (2000) The Hague: Kluwer Law International; Indigenous 
Peoples and Ethnic Minorities of Pakistan (2002) Richmond: NIAS/Curzon Press 
(with J. Rehman), edited collections including Anne Hellum, Shaheen Sardar Ali, 
Julie Stewart & Amy Tsanga (eds.) Human Rights, Plural Legalities and 
Gendered Realities. Paths are Made by Walking, Weaver Books (2006); 
Conceptualising Islamic law, CEDAW and Women’s Human Rights in Plural Legal 
Settings: A Comparative Analysis of application of CEDAW in Bangladesh, India 
and Pakistan (2006) UNIFEM Regional Office: Delhi. 
 
Shirin Rai studied at the University of Delhi (India) and Cambridge University 
(UK) and joined the University of Warwick in 1989. She is Professor in the 



department of Politics and International Studies. She is Director of the Taught 
Masters (MA) Programme in Globalisation and Development and of a 
Leverhulme Trust Programme on Gendered Ceremony and Ritual in Parliament.  
Her research interests lie in the area of feminist politics, democratisation, 
globalisation and development studies. She has written extensively on issues of 
gender, governance and development. She has consulted with the United Nations’ 
Division for the Advancement of Women and UNDP. She is a founder member of 
the South Asia Research Network on Gender, Law and Governance and on the 
Editorial Board of International Feminist Journal of Politics, Global Ethics and 
Indian Journal of Gender Studies. She is the co-editor (with Wyn Grant) of 
Perspectives on Democratic Practice. 

 
Shohini Ghosh is professor, Dr. Zakir Hussain Chair, AJK MCRC, Jamia Millia 
Islamia. 

Shrimoyee Nandini Ghosh graduated from the National Law School, 
Bangalore, and has a M.Res (Masters in Research) from Birkbeck College. She 
worked at the Majlis Legal centre as a practising lawyer, between 2003 and 
2005, litigating on issues of conjugality, sexuality and women's economic rights 
and has been working as an independent human rights lawyer/researcher in 
Delhi since 2006. 

     Shripad Dharmadhikary is an activist who works with Manthan Adhyayan 
Kendra. 
 

Shylashri Shankar is a Fellow at the Centre for Policy Research in New Delhi, 
India. She is the author of Scaling Justice: India's Supreme Court, Anti-Terror 
Laws, and Social Rights (Oxford University Press, 2008, forthcoming). Dr. 
Shankar was previously an Assistant Professor in the Government Department 
at the University of Texas at Austin. She received her degrees from the 
University of Cambridge, the London School of Economics, and Columbia 
University. She has contributed book chapters, and has written opinion pieces for 
Indian newspapers and agencies. 

 

Siddharth Narrain, is a legal researcher at The Alternative Law Forum, 
Bangalore. His areas of interest include, sexuality rights, media laws and 
judicial decisions related to socio-economic rights in India. Mr Narrain has 
worked s a journalist for Frontline Magazine and The Hindu newspaper in New 
Delhi, writing extensively on socio-legal and human rights issues. He graduated 
from the National Law School of India University, Bangalore and the Asian 
College of Journalism, Chennai. 



Sheila Jasanoff is Pforzheimer Professor of Science and Technology Studies at 
Harvard University's John F. Kennedy School of Government. She has held 
academic positions at Cornell, Yale, Oxford, and Kyoto. At Cornell, she founded 
and chaired the Department of Science and Technology Studies. She has also 
been a Leverhulme Visiting Professor at Cambridge, Fellow at the Berlin 
Institute for Advanced Study, and Resident Scholar at the Rockefeller 
Foundation's Bellagio study center. Her research concerns the role of science 
and technology in the law, politics, and public policy of modern democracies, 
with a particular focus on the challenges of globalization. She has written and 
lectured widely on problems of environmental regulation, risk management, 
and biotechnology in the United States, Europe, and India. Her books include 
Controlling Chemicals (1985), The Fifth Branch (1990), Science at the Bar 
(1995), and Designs on Nature (2005). Jasanoff has served on the Board of 
Directors of the American Association for the Advancement of Science and as 
President of the Society for Social Studies of Science. 

Sitharamam Kakarala, Director and Senior Fellow, Centre for the Study of 
Culture and Society. He completed an LLM Human Rights Law, University of 
Nottingham, UK, 1996; and Ph.D. Political Science, Centre for Social Studies, 
South Gujarat University, Surat, 1993.  

Sivamohan Sumathy teaches in the Dept. of English, University of Peradeniya 
Sri Lanka.  Her interests are critical theory including Marxism and Feminism, 
performance studies and film and film theory. She is also a theatre activist, 
script writer and director.  Her work ranges from studies of the nation state and 
militarism, Tamil and Muslims women’s expression of survival and resistance, 
to film, displacement, media and theatre practice. She has also been involved in 
bringing different ethnic communities together into dialogue.     

Srila Roy is Lecturer in Sociology at the University of Nottingham, having 
received a PhD from the University of Warwick in 2007. Her research concerns 
gender and feminist theory, cultural memory, violence and trauma, and the 
affective economies of social movements in India. Her PhD research on the 
cultural memory of the Naxalbari movement has appeared in Feminist Review, 
South Asia Research, and the Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute. 
Srila is currently researching issues of historiography and temporality in the 
Indian women's movement.  

Srimati Basu is an Associate Professor of Gender and Women’s Studies at the 
University of Kentucky. She was educated in Kolkata and later in the U.S., and 
holds an Interdisciplinary Ph.D. from the Ohio State University. Her research on 
Indian women and inheritance laws has been published in She Comes to Take 
Her Rights: Indian Women, Property and Propriety (Kali for Women, 2001), and 
she is also the editor of the Dowry and Inheritance volume in the in the Women 



Unlimited series Issues in Indian Feminism.  Some other pieces on property, law, 
popular culture and resistance appear in the anthologies Signposts: Gender in 
Post-Independence India (Kali for Women, 1999), Religion and Personal Law in 
India (Indiana U Press, 2001), and Confronting the Body: The Politics of 
Physicality in Colonial and Postcolonial India (Anthem Press, 2002), and in the 
journals Feminist Media Studies, Indian Journal of Gender Studies, Cultural 
Dynamics and Journal of Legal Pluralism and Unofficial law. Her principal 
present project is an ethnography of Family Courts and the management of 
Family Violence in Kolkata. 

Srinivas Chokkakula is a Ph D candidate at the Department of Geography, 
University of Washington, Seattle, USA. He is pursuing his doctoral research on 
interstate water disputes and democratization in India. He has his earlier 
degrees in civil engineering, environmental planning and geography. Before 
moving to US for doctoral studies, he worked in India for about ten years in the 
broad areas of development planning and environmental management in 
nonprofit settings. His research interests include local planning and governance 
in India, state-society relations, natural resource planning and development, and, 
disaster management. 

Sruti Chaganti is a researcher at the Alternative Law Forum at Bangalore. 

Stewart Motha teaches law at the Kent Law School, UK. 

Sudhir Krishnaswamy is presently an Assistant Professor at the National 
Law School of India University. He recently submitted a doctoral thesis on the 
'Basic Structure Doctrine in Indian Constitutional Adjudication' at Oxford 
University and will complete his viva by December 2007. His thesis is due to be 
published in 2008 by Oxford University Press. He undertakes independent 
research consultancies with a wide range of civil society, governmental and 
international research agencies. Till October 2006 he was a Consultant to the 
Prime Minister's Committee on Infrastructure based at the Planning 
Commission of India. Sudhir Krishnaswamy graduated with a Bachelors degree 
in Art and Law [Honours] from the National Law School Bangalore in 1998. He 
went on to complete the Bachelor in Civil Law degree at the University of Oxford 
from 1998 to 2000 on a Rhodes scholarship. 

Suneetha Achyuta, Fellow and Coordinator Anveshi Research Centre for 
Women's Studies 

Sujith Koonan is a researcher at IELRC, Delhi 

Suman Sahai is the Convenor of the Gene Campaign. 

Susan Visvanathan is the author of Christians of Kerala (OUP 1993). An 
Ethnography of Mysticism (IIAS, Shimla 1998) Friendship, Interiority and 



Mysticism (Orient Longman 2007) and the editor of Structure and 
Transformation: Theory and Society in India (OUP 2001). She has been a Fellow 
of NMML (1989-1992) Hon. Fellow of IIAS, Shimla (1990-1995) Charles Wallace 
Fellow to Queen's University Belfast, (1997) and Visiting Professor to MSH, 
Paris, (2004). She is also a writer of fiction and poetry. 

Svati P. Shah is a postdoctoral fellow in Duke University's Department of 
Women's Studies.  The theme of her fellowship is Transnational Sexualities.  She 
is currently working on a book on sex work, migration, and day wage labor in 
Mumbai.  She has published in numerous academic and non-academic journals 
on the topics of sex work, LGBT issues, social movements, and legal and policy 
debates on state sponsored regulation of poor migrants.  She has worked with 
LGBT, feminist, anti-communalist, and sex worker movements in the US and in 
India. 

Tanika Sarkar is a Professor of Modern History at the Centre for Historical 
Studies at Jawaharlal Nehru University in New Delhi, India. Dr. Sarkar is one of 
the foremost scholars of South Asian history working today, and many of her 
publications, including Hindu Wife, Hindu Nation and Bengal, 1928-1934: The 
Politics of Protest, have become standard text for scholars of women's histories 
and social movements in colonial and post-colonial India. Her more recent 
research focuses on the rise of the Hindu right and particularly on the 
implications and impacts for women in the emergence of contemporary right-wing 
Hindu movements in India. Dr. Sarkar was in residence at the Simpson Center 
for the Humanities from October 1 - November 30, 2005. 

TCA Anant is Member-Secretary ICSSR and Professor, Department of 
Economics, Delhi University. He holds PhD. in Economics from Cornell 
University; MA in Economics from Delhi School of Economics and BA (Hons.) in 
Economics from St. Stephens College, Delhi University and is currently working 
as a Professor at Delhi University since July 1998. He is a member of the Expert 
Group on Trade and Competition Policy, Ministry of Commerce; Visiting 
Professor and Member, Academic Council, National Law University, Jodhpur; 
Member Advisory Committee for History of the Reserve Bank of India. He has 
participated in several high level conferences, seminars and workshops, and has 
a number of publications to his credit. 

Ted Svensson is a doctoral student in the Department of Politics and 
International Studies at the University of Warwick, United Kingdom. Ted holds 
a fil.mag. in political science from Lund University, Sweden. His thesis, with the 
provisional title 'Meanings of Partition: Production of Postcolonial India and 
Pakistan', is an attempt to analyse the moment of partition/independence - and 
the state consolidation in its immediate aftermath - via a conceptualisation that 
accommodates both openness and closure. Ted's primary research interests 



include identity, violence, methodology and poststructuralist thought. 

U C Jha (Wing Commander, Retd) worked in the Indian Air Force for 24 years. 
After taking pre-mature retirement, Wing Commander Jha enrolled at the 
Centre for the Study of Law and Governance, JNU as Ph D student in July 2002. 
He submitted his thesis tilted "Military Justice System in India" in July 2007. 
He has worked as Consultant (Legal) with National Human Rights Commission 
for three years. He has been visiting faculty at Indian Law Institute, the Indian 
Society for International Law, and the United Services Institute, New Delhi. He 
is also a resource person for the International Committee of the Red Cross on 
International Humanitarian Law.   

Ujjwal Kumar Singh is a Reader in the Department of Political Science, 
University of Delhi, Delhi.  Earlier, he was a Fellow at the Centre for 
Contemporary Studies, Nehru Memorial Museum and Library, Teen Murti 
Bhavan, New Delhi.  He is the author of Political Prisoners in India (Oxford 
University Press, 1998, paperback 2001) and The State, Democracy and Anti-
Terror Laws in India (Sage, 2007) and co-editor of Towards Legal Literacy: An 
Introduction to Law in India (Oxford University Press, 2008).  He has written and 
published on laws and institutions, electoral governance and issues concerning 
democratic rights in a range of journals including Economic and Political Weekly, 
Diogenes, Scienza & Politica, Ethnic Studies Report, Contemporary India and 
Indian Journal of Human Rights.   He is currently engaged in editing a volume on 
Peace and Human Rights: Ideas, Institution and Movements being published by 
Sage. 

 

Uma Chakravarti is a feminist historian who has taught at Miranda House, 
University college for women in Delhi University for over four decades. She has 
been associated with the women's movement and the movement for democratic 
rights since the late seventies. As part of this engagement she has been a 
member of many fact-finding teams on communal violence and democratic rights 
violations. In 2002 she was a member of a feminist International Initiative on 
Justice for Gujarat. Following from that work she has been part of a feminist 
group that has been pursuing the legal dimensions of gendering the proposed 
Communal Violence Bill to factor in the redressal of sexual violence and putting 
command responsibility into it.  

Upendra Baxi (currently, teaching at the University of Warwick, UK) was 
educated at Rajkot, the University of Bombay and University of California at 
Berkeley Law School (Boalt Hall), where he received LL.M. and J.S.D., Baxi 
began his teaching career at the Sydney University Law School, and remained 
the youngest law professor in India when invited to the law faculty of Delhi 
University in 1971. Overrun by the Vice Chancellorships of the University of 



South Gujarat and the University of Delhi, Baxi has continued writing and 
teaching and has authored more than 20 books and over 200 articles; he has also 
offered instruction in comparative constitutionalism, social theory of human 
rights, and law, science, and technology at the Washington College of Law, Duke 
University Law School, and the University of New York Law School Global Law 
Program. His most recent publications include:  The Future of Human Rights 
(3rd edition, 2008) and Human Rights in a Posthuman World: Critical Essays 
(Delhi, and Oxford, Oxford University Press.) He has delivered the Hague 
Academy of International Law Lectures (2002) on ‘Mass Disasters, 
Multinational Enterprise Liability and Private International Law and is 
scheduled to deliver (2009) the Tagore Law Lectures at the University of 
Calcutta on the ‘Approaches to Global Justice.’ 

 
Usha Ramanathan works on the jurisprudence of law, poverty and rights. She 
studied law at Madras University, the University of Nagpur and Delhi 
University. She is a Member of the Advisory Council for India of the 
International Environment Law Research Centre and is an Honorary Fellow at 
the Centre for the Study of Developing Societies.   She teaches environmental 
law and labour law at the Indian Law Institute.  She has also been invited to 
teach in many universities around the world. She is a frequent adviser to non-
governmental organisations and international organizations. She is a member 
of the Expert Panel of the International Commission of Jurists on Corporate 
Complicity in International Crime, was a member of Amnesty International's 
Advisory Panel on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, is a member of the 
Governing Board of the Centre for Equity Studies and has been called upon by 
the World Health Organisation as a expert on mental health on various 
occasions. She is also the South Asia Editor of the Law, Environment and 
Development Journal (LEAD Journal), a peer-reviewed academic journal 
jointly published by IELRC and SOAS. Her research interests include human 
rights, displacement, torts and environment. She has published extensively in 
India and abroad. In particular, she has devoted her attention to a number of 
specific issues such as the Bhopal gas disaster, the Narmada valley dams and 
slum eviction in Delhi.  

Utsa Patnaik is Professor of Economics, Centre for Economic Studies and 
Planning, School of Social Sciences II, Jawaharlal Nehru University. 

Varun Gauri is Senior Economist in the Development Research Group of the 
World Bank. His research focuses on politics and governance in the social sectors 
and aims to combine quantitative and qualitative methods in economics and 
social science research. His research has addressed HIV/AIDS policies in Brazil, 
South Africa, and Mozambique, basic immunization in Pakistan, the behavior of 
development NGOs in Bangladesh and Uganda, payment modalities for health 
care providers in Costa Rica and Nigeria, litigation for social and economic rights 



in developing countries, and the relationship between international human rights 
treaties and development outcomes. He is the author of School Choice in Chile: 
Two Decades of Educational Reform. He has published widely in development 
journals, including World Development, the Journal of Development Studies, 
Studies in Comparative International Development, World Bank Research 
Observer, and Health Policy and Planning. Since joining the World Bank in 1996, 
he has also worked on and led a variety of operational and analytic tasks, 
including project and program evaluations, investments in privately owned 
hospitals, health care decentralization, and public expenditure reviews.  
 
Vasudha Dhagamwar, BA  Hons Patna  MA  Bombay with English; LL.B 
Bombay ; B A Hons with Philosophy, Politics and  Economics   Oxford;  Ph.D. in 
law SOAS, London. She taught first English and then law  at universities of 
Mumbai, Delhi, Mumbai and Pune. She has been Visiting Fellow  St Hugh 
College Oxford, 1991 and 2003 with visiting scholarships from Queen Elizabeth 
House and Wingate Trust resepectively. Visiting scholar Human Rights Program 
Harvard Law School, 1998. She was Founder Executive Director  Multiple Action 
Research Group ( MARG) 1985-2005; Member Legal Experts Committee 
 National Commission for Women,1993- 2002 and under the chairpersonship of 
Justice Chinnappa Reddy worked on draft of Uniform Civil Code, especially on 
Marriage and Adoption.. She is currently Hon Adviser to MARG. Among the 
many books and articles she has published, her books include Criminal Justice 
or Chaos,  [Har-Anand  Publications  1997] and Law Power and Justice [second 
 revised edition  SAGE 1992]. She has conducted fieldwork amongst tribals and 
women. She worked with the Bhils in Maharashtra during 1974-1976 on their 
land and tenancy related  matter.  At the time this matter was in the Supreme 
Court. It was resolved   after the emergency ended as Parliament had   put the 
Mehvassi Estates Regulation in 9th schedule by the 42nd amendment this 
saving the tribal lands. During 1979-1982 she worked with Pahadiyas and 
Santals in Santal Parganas in  the area of criminal Justice system. She attached 
herself to the Dumka District court and also visited the seven courts and jails in 
Santal Paraganas.  

 

 

Vasudha Nagaraj works in the Law and Critical Legal Theory Initiative at 
Anveshi. She is currently working on a project titled 'Feminist Politics, Rights 
Discourse, the Family and Sexuality: Rethinking Women's Suffering and Agency.' 
She is also a practicing lawyer in the Family Courts in Hyderabad defending 
women in various aspects of marital rights and obligations. Her primary 
interests are in understanding the structure of the law and its complex 
relationship with the family.    



Vasuki Nesiah, Prior to joining Brown, Nesiah was Senior Associate and Head 
of the Gender Program at the International Center for Transitional Justice, an 
international organization engaged with human rights law and policy.  Nesiah 
has also been Adjunct Associate Professor at the School of International and 
Public Affairs (SIPA) at Columbia University for the last three years where she 
has been teaching on issues related to identity, rights and conflict.  Nesiah 
completed her doctorate in public international law at Harvard Law School.  She 
has published and lectured in international and comparative law, feminist 
theory, law and development, postcolonial studies, constitutionalism, and 
governance in plural societies.   She is currently working on a manuscript re. the 
post-conflict industry. 

Veena Das is Krieger-Eisenhower Professor of Anthropology and Professor of 
Humanities at the Johns Hopkins University. Her most recent book is Life and 
Words: Violence and the Descent into the Ordinary, California University Press, 
2006. She has worked on themes of violence, social suffering, health and disease, 
and anthropology of the everyday. Currently she is engaged in a longitudinal 
study of urban neighbourhoods in Delhi. Das is a Fellow of the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences and the Academy of Sciences for Developing 
Societies. She has received several honours including the Andrez Retzius Prize of 
the Swedish Society of Anthropology and Geography and an honorary doctorate in 
Humane Letters from the University of Chicago. 
 
V.G. Hegde is Associate Professor at Centre for International Legal Studies, 
School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University. He previously 
held the position of Legal Officer at the Asian African Legal Consultative 
Committee (AALCC), now Asian African Legal Consultative Organization 
(AALCO) from 1991 to 1996. Thereafter, he joined the Legal and Treaties 
Division of the Ministry of External Affairs and worked as Legal Officer (1997 to 
2002) and as Senior Legal Officer (2002 to 2004). He joined ILS in August 2004. 
He was part of Indian negotiating team on several bilateral investment and 
Trade Agreements. He has also worked on WTO issues, particularly on dispute 
settlement and Trade-related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPs). 
He was a member of the Working Group on Arbitration and E-Commerce 
constituted under the auspices of the United Nations Commission on 
International Trade Law (UNICTRAL). He has also worked on the negotiating 
positions concerning India’s bilateral and multilateral watercourse agreements. 
 
Vrinda Grover is a lawyer and researcher based in New Delhi, India. She 
obtained her law degree from Delhi University and her Masters in law from New 
York University, School of Law. She has actively engaged with the human rights 
movement and the women’s movement. She has represented diverse clients 
including, victims and survivors of communal violence, custodial killings, sexual 



and domestic violence, trade unions, political dissidents, sexual minorities and 
refugees. Her areas of research and writing include a critical examination of the 
failure of the criminal justice system in situations of mass crimes, impact of the 
‘War on Terror” on minorities, effect of security laws on human rights, the role of 
law in the subordination of women, rights of undocumented workers in the era of 
globalisation, the lacunae in the police reform initiative, digital archiving and 
analysis of the interface between the labour movement and the legal system in 
Bhilai Chattisgarh (1990-2002), an examination of the Public Prosecution 
system in India and expanding the ambit of the right to information law to  
challenge impunity. 
 
Werner Menski Professor of South Asian Laws, School of Law, SOAS 
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