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Preface 

gerial, bureaucratic state into governance-by-franchise, and into an insti­
tutional nexus for the distribution of public assets into private hands, has 
proceeded at its most unmediated and unmitigated in many former 
colonies. So, too, expedited by one or other Washington consensus, have 
the radical privatization of the means of coercion, from policing and ter­
ror through incarceration to war and revolution; the displacement of the 
political into the realm of the legal, most notably into the interstices be­
tween rights and torts; the distillation of social policy, under the aegis of 
both government and nongovernmental organizations, into discourses of 
technical necessity; the increasing reduction of culture to intellectual prop­
erty; the supersession of the Age of Ideology by the Age of ID-ology, in 
which identity-driven interest-identity defined by culture, confessional 
or congregational affiliation, race, gender, generation, sexual orientation, 
whatever-becomes the motor of most collection action. And much else 

besides. 
It is from the perspective of "the" postcolony, then, that understanding 

the twenty-first century, tout court, might best begin. Decentered estrange­
ment is, finally, the objective of this book. And of the historical anthro­
pology of the present, to which it seeks to make a modest contribution. 

t-lote 

1. See Walter Benjamin, "Critique of Violence," in his Reflections: Essays, 
Aphorisms, Autobiographical Writings, ed. Peter Demetz, trans. Edmund Jephcott 
(New York: Schocken Books, 1978); Jacques Derrida, "Force of Law," in Acts of 
Religion, ed. Gil Anidjar (New York: Routledge, 2002); and Giorgio Agamben, 
Homo Sacer: Sovereign Power and Bare Life, trans. Daniel Heller-Roazen (Stan­
ford, CA: Stanford University Press, 1998). 
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CRIME VS•... 

Who're the criminals, the gangs or the government? 

Did the Capital just happen to have the power to punish men? 

MonoPolice manipulate majoraties to run with them 

So whats the police force but a resource to reinforce the plans of the 

dominant? 

I'm haunted by questions, spending time behind bars 

Statistics on TV, that concede we're sadistic, deceive me 

'cause murder and thievery thrives on all sides of the lines that 

divide class. 

I take pepper-spray with a pinch a'ssault and battery and I'm charged to 

step 'n say: 

"yo honour, go bother the office of your bosses where the crime starts." 

And I ask, while cleaning dirty white collars for a living, 

why law suites the raw brutes in board rooms that horde loot? 

They set the precedent then send the president to assure you, 

his lady, Justice, is blind. But she's got contacts that say too! 

The colonists, the capitalists and wordy bright scholars make a killing. 

MARLON BURGESS, hip-hop verses, Cape Town, 15 September 2004 

AMONG ALL THE THINGS that have been said about the spread of democ­
racy since the end of the Cold War-and a great deal has been said about 
it, in every conceivable voice-one thing stands out. It is the claim that de­
mocratization has been accompanied, almost everywhere, by a sharp rise 
in crime and violence (see, e.g., Karstedt, forthcoming; Caldeira 2000: 1): 
that the latter-day coming of more or less elected, more or less representa­
tive political regimes-founded, more or less, on the rule of law-has, 
ironically, brought with it a rising tide of lawlessness. Or, put another way, 
that political liberation in postcolonial, posttotalitarian worlds, and the 
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economic liberalization on which it has floated, have both implied, as their 
dark underside, an ipso facto deregulation of monopolies over the means 
of legitimate force, of moral orders, of the protection of persons and prop­
erty. And an unraveling of the fabric of law and order. This may not be all 
that easy to demonstrate empirically; it depends in large part on how 
democracy and criminality, past and present, are measured. 1 But, as popu­
lar perception and party platforms across the planet focus ever more on 
escalating crime, and on the "problem" of dis/order, the co-incidence cer­
tainly seems to be beyond coincidence. 

It has long been argued that social disorder, expressed in elevated rates 
of criminality, is in the nature of transition itself, that it inevitably follows 
epochal changes in the order of things. Our times, like many before, are 
commonly described in the language of historical disjuncture, whether 
by appeal to retrospection and renaissance (neoliberalism, neomedieval­
ism), to ironic aftereffect (the postmodern, posthuman, post-Fordist, 
f-utilitarian),2 or to the portentous dawning of New Eras (of Empire, Ex­
ception). Little wonder, then, that the ruptures of the ongoing present, real 
or imagined, are often associated, in collective consciousness as well as in 
social theory, with transgression, liminality, and lawlessness. As Hannah 
Arendt reminds us, Marx long ago saw a generic connection between 
transformation and violence, which, he insisted, "is the midwife of every 
old society pregnant with a new one"; even more, of "all change in history 
and politics."] Foreshadowings here of Fanon (1968) and other theorists 
of decolonization. To be sure, modern history has seen some very bloody 
transitions to populist rule. And it has born witness to regimes that, under 
the alibi of liberal democracy, have sanctified and sustained criminally 
brutal modes of domination, some of them highly rationalized, highly 
technicized, highly sanitized. Indeed, the relative ease with which autoc­
racies have made the transition to constitutional democracy points toward 
the possibility that they-autocracy and liberal democracy, that is-share 
more mechanisms of governance than has conventionally been recog­
nized, not least their grounding in a rule of law, an Iron Cage of Legality 
itself predicated, more or less visibly, on sovereign violence (d. Agamben 
1998: 10; Foucault 1978). Whether or not there is a necessary relationship 
between the lethal and the legal, as Walter Benjamin (1978) and his intel­
lectual progeny would have it,4 their historical affinity seems beyond dis­
pute. 

The coincidence of democratization and criminal violence has been 
most visible in, and most volubly remarked of, postcolonies: that is, 
nation-states, including those of the former USSR, once governed by, for, 
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and from an elsewhere; nation-states in which representative government 
and the rule of law, in their conventional Euro-modernist sense, were pre­
viously "underdeveloped"; nation-states in which the "normalization" of 
organized crime and brutal banditry, themselves the product of a complex 
play of forces (see below), has been a central motif of the chapter in their 
history that began, at fin de siecle, with the end of the Cold War and the 
triumphal spread of neoliberal capitalism. With a new Age of Empire, 
the Age of US and Them.s This age has its mythic fons et origo in 1989, 
the year that history was supposed to end (Fukuyama 1992) with the 
political birth of a Brave Neo World.6 The "neo" here refers to a reani­
mation-or, more precisely, to the fetishizing anew-of old panaceas from 
the history of liberalism: two in particular. 

One dates back to the second half of the eighteenth century, to a time 
when political authority, social order, citizenship, and economy were also 
urgently in question (see, e.g., Becker 1994). It is the idea, often associated 
with Adam Ferguson (1995), that a measure of control over arbitrary gov­
ernmental power, especially over the power of autocratic potentates, ought 
to be vested in, and exercised by, a citizenry.7 This idea has come to be sub­
sumed, loosely, in the term "civil society" which, in its neo guise, stands 
for many things, among them: (1) "society against the state," itself a highly 
ambiguous aphorism; (2) "the" market, often glossed as "the private sec­
tor," utopically envisaged as a technically efficient mechanism for produc­
ing the common good; and (3) "the community," a vague abstraction 
posited, somewhat mystically, as an appropriate site for, and agent of, col­
lective action-and, more cynically, as the end point of the devolution of 
the costs and responsibilities of governance (J. L. Comaroff and J. Coma­
roff 1999).8 But above all, since the late 1980s, "civil society" has con­
noted a teleological reversal: a move from increasingly rationalized, in­
creasingly bureaucratized, increasingly elaborated regimes of rule toward 
ever more outsourced, dispersed, deinstitutionalized, constitutionally or­
dained governance-from political evolution, classically conceived, to 
political devolution. In theory, at least. 

The other panacea is the ballot box: an appeal to the classic apparatus 
of mass participatory democracy. In its postcolonial neo-life, however, 
this has often proven, in practice, to involve a very "thin" distillation of 
the concept: a minimalist, procedural version that, notwithstanding the 
claims made for it by some political scientists (see, e.g., Przeworski et al. 
2000; and, for a critique, Wedeen 2004 and forthcoming), equates free­
dom with the occasional exercise of choice among competing, often in­
distinguishable alternatives. Which, as we have said elsewhere (J. L. Coma­
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political institutions. And why, as we said in the preface, "the" postcolony 
has become such a crucial site for theory construction, sui generis. To the 
extent that they are harbingers of a global future, of the rising neoliberal 
age at its most assertive, these polities are also where the limits of social 
knowledge demand to be engaged. 

Notes 

We would like to thank Lisa Wedeen and Jeremy Jones for their astute feedback 
on this chapter. 

1. Gross comparative statistics for the past few years-to be very skeptically 
regarded, of course-point to substantial increases across the world in both prop­
erty crimes and crimes of violence (see J. Comaroff and J. L. Comaroff 2006), a 
matter to which we return below. 

2. The term "f-utilitarian" is our own (J. Comaroff and J. L. Comaroff 1999). 
It is meant to capture the odd mix of postmodern pessimism and utilitarianism that 
followed the neoliberal turn wherever the promise of post-Cold War plenty-to 
be delivered by the triumph of the free market-gave way to growing poverty at the 
hands of so-called structural adjustment. 

3. Arendt's (1998: 228 n. 70) citation is to the Modern Library edition of 
Capital (Marx 1936: 824). 

4. See preface; also below. We have in mind here Derrida 2002 and Agamben 
1998. 

5. For discussion of the periodization of postcolonial history after World 
War II, see Bhabha and Comaroff 2002. 

6. "Brave Neo World" is a term that we have used elsewhere in respect to post­
colonial South Africa (J. L. Comaroff and J. Comaroff 2004) and revisit in the sub­
title of a book currently in preparation (forthcoming). 

7. Note, in this respect, Bayart's (1986: 111) conception of civil society less as 
a thing than as a process whose object is to "counteract the 'totalisation' unleashed 
by the state." 

8. For wide-ranging discussion of the quest for "civil society" in what were 
then still called the "second" and "third" worlds, see, e.g., Woods 1992; Bayart 
1993; Blaney and Pasha 1993; Fatton 1995; Monga 1996; Owusu 1997; Haynes 
1997; Harbeson et al. 1994; Chabal 1986; Kasfir 1998; Hann and Dunn 1996. 
Hall and Trentmann's (2004) recent compendium also offers a broad spectrum of 
conceptual writings on the topic. 

9. The United States is not the only state to exercise coercion of this kind. 
James Copnall (2005: 26) reminds us that, in 1990, the move toward democracy 
in Francophone Africa was "encouraged" by France when, at a summit at La 
Baule, President Mitterand told assembled leaders that "only those who opened 
their countries up to multiparty politics would continue to receive lavish aid pack­
ages." 

10. When Tel Quel magazine and the US-funded National Institute for 
Democracy explored public attitudes to democracy in Morocco recently, not a 
single respondent associated it with elections; most linked it to the right to be pro-
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tected from the police and other authorities (Harter 2005: 22). This is telling: in 
many parts of the world, pace Przeworski et al. (2000; and see above), the concept, 
at its most minimalist, has little to do with ballots and everything to do with rights. 

11. See Navaro-Yashin 2005, although she uses the term in a somewhat dif­
ferent sense than we do here. 

12. See Johannes Leithauser, "Crime Groups Become an Increasing Security 
Threat, Officials Assert," Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, 22 May 2001, English 
edition, p. 2. 

13. Larry Rohter and Juan Forero, "Latin America: Graft Threatens New 
Democracies," and Sharon La Franiere, "Africa: Corruption Is Crippling Growth," 
New York Times, articles selected for Sunday Times (Johannesburg), 15 August 
2005, pp. 1,2. 

14. The term "prebendalism" may be unfamiliar to general readers. Derived 
from Weberian historical sociology, it refers to a political order in which the 
wealth that accrues to any office may be appropriated by its holder for his or her 
personal benefit and that of his or her kin, constituents, or followers. In Africa, it 
has been applied especially to Nigeria (see, e.g., Joseph 1987; Lewis 1996). The re­
duction of African political systems-and their so-called corruption complex 
(Olivier de Sardan 1999b)-to such terms invokes a comparative political-science 
literature too large to annotate here. However, a volume entitled Corruption: A 
Selected and Annotated Bibliography, published online by the Norwegian Agency 
for Development Cooperation (NORAD), provides a useful point of departure; 
see www.norad.no/default.asp?V_ITEM_ID=1663. chapter 2 (accessed 12 July 
2005). 

15. David Binder, "Dimensions of Organized Crime in the Balkans" (paper 
presented at the conference "The Dark Side of Globalization: Trafficking and 
Transborder Crime to, through, and from Eastern Europe," UCLA Center for 
European and Eurasian Studies, 14 May 2004), http://www.isop.ucla.edu/article 
.asp?parentid=11513 (accessed 27 July 2005). 

16. See also Paulo de Mesquita Neto, "Crime, Violence and Democracy in 
Latin America" (paper presented at the conference"Integration in the Americas," 
University of New Mexico, 2 April 2002), http://1aii.unm.edulconference/ 
mesquita.php (accessed 27 July 2005); Andrew Gumbel, "Druglords Turn Mexi­
can Town into Bullet-Scarred Battlefield," Sunday Independent, 7 August 2005, 
p.16. 

17. See, e.g., its notorious leader, "Hopeless Africa," Economist, 13 May 
2000, p. 17, which was folln'Ned by a longer article, "Africa: The Heart of the Mat­
ter," pp. 22-24; see also "Economic Focus: The African Exception," Economist, 
30 March 2002, p. 68. 

18. Most famously, Robert Kaplan 1994, but for another egregious example, 
see Richburg 1997. 

19. Or, as a recent New York Times headline put it, describing pervasive cor­
ruption in Russia, "Just ... Business"; see Steven Lee Myers, "Pervasive Bribery in 
Russia Today 'Is Just Called Business;" New York Times, articles selected for Sun­
day Times (Johannesburg), 28 August 2005, p. 3. 

20. A synopsis of the report is to be found on the Global Policy Forum Web site; 
see ''Africa 'Best for Investment;" http://www.globalpolicy.org/socecon/develop/ 
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africa/2003/0408fdi.htm (accessed 1 May 2005). This raises unnerving parallels 
with earlier moments of colonial extraction, given the reluctance of Western cor­
porations to see the continent as a site of autonomous economic development. 

21. David Leigh and David Pallister, "Revealed: The New Scramble for 
Africa," Guardian, 1 June 2005, p. 1. 

22. Steve Inskeep, "Corruption Clouds Nigeria's Growing Gas Business," 
NPR, 26 August 2005, morning edition, http://www.npr.org/templates/storey/ 
story.php?storyId=4797944 (accessed 31 August 2005). 

23. Luis Vega, "A Plague on Latin America," GO Inside, 10 September 2004, 
http://goinside.com/04/9/plague.html (accessed 27 July 2005); Utkarsh Kansal, 
"Why Is Corruption so Common in India?" India Information Initiative, 2001, 
http://www.india-reform.org/articleslcorruption.html (accessed 27 July 2005). 

24. Consistent with what we said above, the Executive Summary of the Report 
on the World Social Situation, 2005, whose subtitle is The Inequality Predicament, 
begins by stating that the "global commitment to overcoming inequality ... is fad­
ing," as a result of which many "communities, countries and regions remain vul­
nerable to social, political and economic upheaval" (United Nations 2005). 

25. Rohter and Forero add that postauthoritarian governments across Latin 
America, with the exception of Chile and Uruguay, have all seen increased corrup­
tion; Larry Rohter and Juan Forero, "Latin America: Graft Threatens New 
Democracies," New York Times, articles selected for Sunday Times (Johannes­
burg), 15 August 2005, pp. 1,2. 

26. Karen Breytenbach, "Dictator's Son on City Spending Spree," Cape Times, 
20 July 2005, p. 1. 

27. See Mark Hollingsworth, "Wizard Jape That Cost Mummy R3 Million," 
Sunday Independent, 11 September 2005, p. 16. 

28. Thus, Brazil is among the world's top ten economies, a matter to which we 
shall return. India has attracted a good deal of outsourcing in fields like electronic 
communications, while Mexico's maquiladora borderland prospered until under­
cut by sweatshops in East and Southeast Asia. Africa, on the other hand, while rich 
in primary resources, has benefited little from the global dispersal of industrial 
work. All of which raises questions, neither for the first nor for the last time, about 
the meaningfulness in this respect of the category "postcolonial." 

29. The remark was made by Benjamin Mkapa, president of Tanzania; see An­
thony Mitchell, "Globalization Like Slavery-Mkapa," Cape Times, 1 September 
2005, p. 28. 

30. "Field Listing-Illicit Drugs," World Factbook 2002, http://www.faqs 
.org/docs/factbook/fields/2086.html (accessed 1 August 2004). 

31. See n. 32. 
32. It is estimated that a proportion of so-called blood diamonds from Sierra 

Leone, Angola, and Liberia has found its way into the hands of De Beers, although 
an international outcry has led to the imposition of tougher regulations on the 
trade; see Dick Durham, "De Beers Sees Threat of Blood Diamonds," 18 Janu­
ary 2001, http://cnnstudentnews.cnn.comI2001/WORLD/africa/0V18/diamonds 
.debeers/ (accessed 15 July 2005). Most of the coltan (i.e., columbite tantalite, a 
vital component of cell phones and computer chips) illegally extracted in Zaire is 
thought to make its way, via secretive chains of exchange, into the stock of main­
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stream high-tech companies in Europe, Japan, and North America; see Kristi 
Essick, "Guns, Money and Cell Phones," Industry Standard Magazine, 11 June 
2001, http://www.globalissues.org/Geopolitics/Africa/ArticleslTheStandardColtan 
.asp (accessed 1 July 2005). 

33. See also "Cartels Shipping Drugs via Africa," Mercury, 29 July 2005, 
http://www.themercury.co.za/index.php?fSectionId=284&fArticleId=2644688 
(accessed 28 July 2005). 

34. See also "Mexican Drug Commandos Expand Ops in 6 US. States: Feds 
Say Violent, Elite Paramilitary Units Establish Narcotics Routes North of Border," 
World Net Daily, 21 July 2005, http://www.worldnetdaily.com/news/article.asp 
?ARTICLE_ID=44899 (accessed 28 July 2005). 

35. "UN.: Drug Cartels Using African Connections," World, 27 July 2005, 
http://www.cnn.com/2005/WORLD/americas/07/27lcartels.reut/ (accessed 1 Au­
gust 2005). 

36. Frosty Wooldridge, "Illegal Aliens' Unstoppable Third World Crime Wave 
in US," 1 February 2004, http://www.rense.com/generaI48lcomp.htm (accessed 28 
July 2005). 

37. Kamal Ahmed, "Immigrants 'Behind Crime Wave'-Police Claim by 
Britain's Most Senior Officer Sparks New Asylum Row," Observer, 18 May 2003, 
http://observer.guardian.co.uk/politics/story/0,6903,958380,00.html (accessed 15 
August 2005). For a sensitive treatment of the subject-one that makes clear how 
these "criminals" are often themselves victims of organized crime-see Ian 
Rankin's Fleshmarket Close (2004, especially at p. 391), a work in the genre of 
detective fiction. 

38. "India Cyber Crime," VoIP Blog-Rich Tehrani,S July 2005, http:// 
voip-blog.tmcnet.com/blog/rich-tehrani/voip/india-cyber-crime.html (accessed 15 
July 2005). 

39. Fifth International Conference on Fraudulent Documents, Amsterdam, 
10 April 2002, http://www.vehicle-documents.itlconvegni_corsi/1.pdf (accessed 
2 August 2005). 

40. It is estimated that some 43 percent of counterfeit money is now produced 
by inexpensive desktop publishing systems with the graphics necessary for printing 
plausible notes, rather than by cumbersome and expensive printing and engraving 
machines. One company, Eurovisions, actually used a scan of the microprinting 
on the new hundred-dollar bill to advertise the fact that "no other scanner can ... 
capture the hidden detail as well as ours"; http://www.sniggle.netlcounterfeit.php 
(accessed 2 August 2005) . 

41. "Counterfeiting," Sniggle.nett, http://www.sniggle.netlcounterfeit.php (ac­
cessed 2 August 2005). 

42. "Replica for You," from Cora Wong, corawong@pc.jaring.my, received 29 
August 2005. 

43. An estimated $30 billion international trade in bogus pharmaceuticals is 
prompting corporations like Pfizer and Lilly to develop a high-tech system that will 
equip medications with a radio chip tracking device. Fake drugs are thought to be 
concentrated in India, Africa, and Southeast Asia: 60 percent of all court cases in­
volving counterfeit medicines are said to occur in developing countries. Given low 
production costs and levels of risk, some narcotics dealers appear to be shifting 
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their trade to fake medications; see Ben Hirschler, "Fake Drugs a Bitter Pill for 
Manufacturers: Increase in Lifestyle Medicines Has Created a Demand on the 
Illicit Supply Chain," Cape Times, 3 August 2005, p. 9. 

44. During the late 1920s and 1930s, two American tricksters defrauded 
scores of their countrymen by convincing them that, for a fee, they could acquire 
shares in Drake's hitherto-untapped estate (Rayner 2002). The Nigerian fraud is 
named for the article of the British colonial penal code that it flouts (Apter 1999). 

45. "Fake Nigerian Cops Help Victims Recover Losses," Loss Prevention Con­
cepts Ltd., 2 November 2001, http://www.lpconline.comlNigerian_fake_cops.html 
(accessed 8 August 2005). 

46. For just two media reports, see "Lying about Crime," editorial, Cape 
Argus, 10 January 2002, p. 13, and Helen Bamford, "Probe into Arrests Based on 
False Charges," Weekend Argus, 7 August 2004, p. 8. The phenomenon is dis­
cussed further in Comaroff and Comaroff, forthcoming. 

47. "Saddam's 'Shadow State' Defies Democracy," Oxford Analytica, 15 May 
2003, http://www.oxanstore.com/displayfree.php?NewsItemID=91576 (accessed 
4 August 2005). 

48. Larry Muffin, "Slaying Latin American Corruption Dragon," United 
Press International, 3 March 2005, http://www.Washtimes.com/upi-breaking/ 
20050303-045537-8073r.htm (accessed 27 July 2005). 

49. See also Utkarsh Kansal, "Why Is Corruption so Common in India?" In­
dia Reform Initiative, 2001, http://www.inida-reform.org/articleslcorruption.html 
(accessed 4 August 2005). 

50. At one of the stops, a "robber-cop" declared: "I have a gun, so I know 
the rules"; see "The Road to Hell Is Unpaved: Trucking in Cameroon," Economist, 
19 December 2002, print edition, http://www.economist.com/displaystory.cfm 
?story_id=1487583 (accessed 8 August 2005). Also see Stevelnskeep, NPR, "Nav­
igating Nigeria's Muddy Landscape," 24 August 2005, http://www.npr.org/ 
templates/story/story.php?storyId=4797950 (accessed 30 August 2005). 

51. See, e. g., "Four Fake 'Cops' Hijack Truck on N12 near Delmas," KN News 
Desk, 15 July 2005, http://www.keralanext.com/news/index.asp?id=272150 (ac­
cessed 8 August 2005); "Fake Cops' Affair Earns Them Jail," Times of India News 
Network, 29 June 2005, http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/I156155 
.cms (accessed 8 August 2005); "Fake Cops-Beware," Channels, http://www 
.channels.nl.knowledge/26122.html (accessed 27 July 2005). 

52. Alpen Suresh Sheth, "Under Construction: The Informality of Labor in 
Miami's Construction Industry," BA Honors paper, University of Chicago, 2005. 
As this study makes clear, illegal laborers-and those most directly responsible for 
recruiting them-are associated with various Latino ethnonational identities. 

53. Ben Cratner, "South American Start-up," Duke Magazine 89(4) 
(May-June 2003), http://www.dukemagazine.duke.edu/dukemag/issues/050603/ 
startup-shop1.html (accessed 8 August 2005). 

54. See, e. g., Anthony Stoppard, "Corporate Bribery on the Rise Worldwide," 
Inter Press Service, 14 May 2002, http://www.globalpolicy.org/nationslcorrupt/ 
2002/0514rise.htm (accessed 8 August 2005). 

55. The Cape Flats is a large sandy plain that forms the hinterland of the penin­
sula south of Cape Town, contrasting with the salubrious, white areas at the base 
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of Table Mountain. It has historically been the home of peoples of color (many 
settled there through forced removals during the apartheid era) and is character­
ized by relatively low levels of capital investment and high levels of poverty and 
violence. 

56. Michael Morris, "Gangland (Pty) Ltd," Cape Argus, 4 August 2003, p. 1. 
57. Michael Morris and Ashley Smith, "Gangland's Drug Franchises: Police 

Tactics on Gangs Blasted by New Report," Cape Argus, 18 August 2005, p. 1. 
58. As he does so, Anini evokes with particular vividness Walter Benjamin's 

portrayal of the "great criminal"; see chapter 8 below. 
59. Neely Tucker, "Nollywood, in a Starring Role: Nigeria's Thriving Film In­

dustry Gets a Showcase at AFI Silver," Washington Post,S February 2005, p. C04. 
60. See Wedel 2003: 230 on postcommunist Europe and Kaminski 1997 on 

Poland. 
61. "UN Suggests International Cybercrime Convention," http://www 

.out-law.com/page-1649 (accessed 10 August 2005). The commission noted that 
cybercrime was increasingly becoming a problem in developing countries. 

62. For a recent critique of the contradictory relationship between contempo­
rary capitalism and the law, pointedly titled Unjust Legality, see Marsh 2001. 

63. This number is based on the latest figures in the World Fact Book, 14 July 
2005, http://www.odci.govlcia/publicationslfactbook/fields/2063.html (accessed 
27 July 2005). It includes only countries that have either enacted entirely new con­
stitutions (ninety-two) or heavily revised existing ones (thirteen). Included are the 
nations of the former Soviet Union; see Wikipedia, the online encyclopedia, http:// 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LiscoLconstitutionaLcourts, for an almost complete list 
(accessed 26 July 2005). 

64. Peter Waldman, "Jurists' Prudence: India's Supreme Court Makes Rule of 
Law a Way of Governing," Wall Street Journal, 6 May 1996, http://law.gsu.edu/ 
ccunningham/fall03IWallStreetJournal-India'sSupremeCourt.htm (accessed 5 May 
2005). India does not have a constitutional court, but like many other nation­
states, its supreme court enjoys judicial authority in matters pertaining to the con­
stitution. Its extensive powers are based largely on two articles of that constitu­
tion: 142, which authorizes the court to pass any decree "necessary for doing 
complete justice," and 144, which commands the cooperation with it of all other 
authorities. 

65. Central and eastern Europe have been the focus of much concern with, and 
debate about, constitutionalism; they have yielded a substantial scholarly litera­
ture, not to mention a journal dedicated to the topic, East European Constitu­
tional Review. 

66. Blokker (2005), among others, also notes-of Eastern Europe in particu­
lar-that civic nationalism, constitutional patriotism, and deliberative democracy 
are not without their critics. But that is a topic beyond our scope here. 

67. In a summary sketch of constitutional changes in Latin America, for ex­
ample, Pinzon (2003) notes that, while some new constitutions (notably those of 
Colombia and Chile) emphasize basic freedoms and individual rights, others (e.g., 
Brazil and Venezuela) still favor the executive and "presidentialism." If Schneider­
man (2000) is right, though, the trend in this region is toward the "neoliberal 
model." 
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68. A useful summary of these events is to be found in Wikipedia, 
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